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Countries around the world, for the first time in 
human history, will have more than half of their 
population residing in urban areas. The rapid pace 
of urbanization is and has been for the longest time 
a global secular trend in urban centres. Such a trend 
presents itself with a bouquet of opportunities as 
well as challenges that urban local bodies need to 
be wary of.  As we prioritize on equitable distribution 
of benefits that a city life promises, it should be our 
endeavour to make efforts to include the vulnerable 
groups - the urban poor, women, children, youth, 
senior citizens and persons with disabilities into this 
discourse of city making and urban development.

The global average of people with some form of 
disability is around 15%. As per National Census 
2011, India has around 3 crore persons ‘disabled’ 
, which amounts to 2.21% of the total population. 
In India, it is estimated that nearly 25% of the 
population need universal accessibility in order to 
live independently and with dignity. More than the 
numbers it is important to ensure that our society 
is built for everyone, including the most vulnerable 
and often the most marginalized. Hence, universal 
access and inclusive approach should be adopted 

as 'THE' path to achieving sustainable and inclusive 
development .

More recently, Government of India has been taking 
positive steps to mainstream the dialogue on 
the inclusion of the vulnerable groups, especially 
persons with disabilities. However, as cities attract 
more and more people to fulfill their dreams with 
the promise of a better quality of life, it is pertinent 
to ensure that cities are also cognisant to the needs 
and aspirations of the marginalised groups.

It is in this context that the Building Accessible, 
Safe & lnclusive Indian Cities (BASIIC) programme 
has been implemented by the National Institute 
of Urban Affairs (NIUA) to support Indian cities 
towards ensuring universal accessibility. Moreover, 
BASIIC aims to augment and strengthen the 
institutional capacities of cities to be sensitive to 
the needs of persons with disabilities and other 
marginalised groups. Since 2019, the programme 
has been actively working with key stakeholders 
to mainstream the dialogue on accessibility and 
inclusion to build “cities for all”.

Overview
It is estimated that nearly one billion people, or 15% of the 

global population, experience some form of disability, and its 
prevalence is higher in developing countries.

Census 2011 estimates 2.21% of the 

total population as persons with disabilities. 

With the threefold increase in the number 

of disabilities in the Rights of Persons with 

disability Act,2016, the percentage will 

increase exponentially. About 25% of India’s 

population need universal accessibility in order 

to live independently and with dignity.  



There is a need to emphasize on ‘accessibility and inclusion’ 
as the right path for achieving sustainable development.

BASIIC Programme

National Institute of Urban Affairs 
(NIUA) in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MoHUA) and support from 
the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) of the 
UK Government is implementing the 
programme  “Building Accessible, 
Safe & lnclusive Indian Cities 
(BASllC)” through a Technical 
Assistance Support Unit (TASU) 

established at NIUA. It endeavors 
to promulgate the tenets of 
accessibility, inclusion, and safety 
in the ethos of urban planning and 
design. This will be achieved through 
focused policy level interventions, 
pilot demonstration of innovative 
solutions, capacity development, 
and active research and knowledge 
creation on disability inclusion in 
urban planning and design.

Technical Assistance Support Unit at NIUA  focuses on the  following four key areas under the BASIIC 
programme. The programme actively engages with key stakeholders working on disability on a 
common platform,  and supports national and sub-national governments to adopt and implement 
the principles of universal accessibility, safety and inclusive urban development.
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Contact us: National Institute of Urban Affairs, 1st Floor, Core 4B, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi -110003, India 
Telephone: (91-11) 24617517, 24617543, 24617595 • Email: director@niua.org, thebasiicproject@niua.org, uchoudhury@niua.org • Website: www.niua.org     @Niua_India

BASIIC has successfully created an urban Knowledge Network of experts, organisations, institutions, civil 
societies and academia working on disability inclusion to collaborate, promote cross learning opportunities 
and interaction among ecosystem of stakeholders. The network will not only initiate creation of a readily 
available expert linkage to connect for end-to end assistance, but also be enriched further to grow as an 
enabling platform to facilitate interactions and possible collaborations in future.

#BASIIC_NIUA
#inclusionmatters
#AccessibleCities
#InclusiveCities
#CitiesforAll
#EmpowerthroughInclusivity

The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office pursues the national interests of the UK and projects the 
UK as a force for good in the world. FCDO promotes the interests of British citizens, safeguards the UK’s security, 
defends the UK’s values, works to reduce poverty and tackle global challenges with international partners.

National 

State Level 

City Level 

Social 
Enterprises

Student
Organisations

Private Sector

Public Sector

Incubator and 
Accelators

Startups

Urban planning, 
Architecture  

& Design

Social Science  
& Technology

Public Policy  
& Management

Multilateral 
Institutions

International 
Research 

Organisations 

Network of 
Regional 

Governments

Government 
Agencies

Business &
Industry

Civil  
Society

Research 
& 

Academic 
Institutions

Global  
Networks

Established in 1976, National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) was tasked to bridge the gap between research 
and practice on issues related to urbanization, and suggest ways and mechanisms to address these urban 
challenges of the country. For more than 40 years now, NIUA has been the vanguard for contributing to, 
and at times, building the urban narrative for a fast-evolving urban India. The Institution has been actively 
working towards bringing forth key areas of concern for urban India in order to build the urban discourse at 
various scales.

It has utilized its competencies in research, knowledge management, policy advocacy and capacity building 
to address the urban challenges, and continuously strive to develop sustainable, inclusive, and productive 
urban ecosystems in India. It has emerged as a thought leader and knowledge hub for urban development in 
India, and is sought out by both Indian and International organizations for collaborations and partnerships 
for India’s urban transforming journey. NIUA is committed towards aligning its efforts towards achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through all its initiatives and programs.

Our Partners in Change

IIT Roorkee IIT Kharagpur
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

Government of India


