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'Sustainable mobility' by Praveen Dominic for CITIIS  Photography Exhibition
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The National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA), established in 1976 under the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) is India's top think tank for urban planning and development. The In-
stitute has been at the forefront of reshaping India's urban narrative through its commitment to cut-
ting-edge action research, advocacy, capacity building, and knowledge dissemination.

Over time, NIUA has established itself as a prominent thought leader in the field. It has attracted the 
interest of both national and international organisations seeking to partner in advancing research and 
development, aimed to foster sustainable, inclusive, and highly efficient urban environments. NIUA's 
projects and programs are strategically aligned towards realising the United Nations' Sustainable De-
velopment Goals in India, with a particular focus on SDGs 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) and 11 
(Sustainable Cities and Communities).

NIUA plays a pivotal role in fostering a resilient urban environment through a participatory approach 
and evidence-based decision-making processes. To shape a modern urban landscape, the Institute 
adheres to a 5T approach comprising Tools, Templates, Technologies, Training and capacity building, 
and Transfer of knowledge and information.

This Annual Report offers a comprehensive overview of NIUA's works and activities from April 2022 
to March 2023.

NIUA remains dedicated to assisting the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, state governments, 
and cities in policy formulation and monitoring. The extensive networks established by the Institute 
within cities and states provide invaluable support to Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), government enti-
ties, and various stakeholders.

In addition to its advisory roles, NIUA actively contributes to academic discourse by publishing presti-
gious journals such as ‘Urban India’ and ‘Environment and Urbanization ASIA’, along with an in-house 
Hindi magazine titled "Samvad, which fosters communication and dissemination of urban knowledge. 
Additionally, a wealth of knowledge products tailored for various projects can be accessed through 
NIUA's website.

The Financial Statement covering the period from April 2022 to March 2023, included in the report's 
final section, has undergone a thorough audit and has been verified to be in proper order.

and audited statement of accounts of  the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) 
for April 2022 – March 2023

To be placed on the table of the Lok Sabha/ Rajya Sabha

Authenticated

(Kaushal Kishore)
Minister of State for Housing & Urban Affairs
Government of India
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The National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) 
has been empowering cities to become engines 
of growth and driving the charge in transforming 
urban development. For over 47 years, we have 
worked to bridge the policy-practice divide and 
promote urban transformation in a balanced, 
constructive way. Our cities are poised to become 
the central arenas for tackling many global and 
local challenges, including but not limited to 
climate change induced issues like flooding, 
water shortages, and escalating temperatures 
on urban life. In this pursuit, our focus has been 
on a consultative and participatory process 
for the diagnosis and prescription for a better 
future. Care has been taken to connect the dots 
to integrate different perspectives, something 
that helps in capaciting the urban ecosystems 
at the local level and then skilling them to take 
action.

The creative cover page of NIUA's 2022-23 
report embodies our vision by beautifully 
connecting with the ancient geometric design of 
the “Shree Yantra”, depicting universal harmony.  
Resonating Sri Yantra’s powerful ideals of 
equilibrium, prosperity and connection, NIUA's 
approach to urbanisation centers around 3 S- 
Sthayata (sustainability), Samriddhi (prosperity), 
and Samaavesh (inclusivity), forming a critical 
trilogy that sets the trajectory for the future of 

India’s urbanisation. At its essence, 
this representation embodies 

India’s belief that a shift in 
mindset drives sustainable 

Hitesh Vaidya
Director, NIUA

From the 
Director's Desk
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Shree Yantra
's

transitions, necessitating a holistic, multi-faceted 
collaborative approach encompassing evidence-
based strategies, data-driven governance, 
building capacities, multi-lateral partnerships, 
and empowered youth leadership. As India 
evolves towards a low-carbon, climate-resilient, 
and resource-efficient urban future, we hope 
such an approach will act as a catalyst. 

NIUA has been shifting from a traditional "think 
tank" role to a dynamic "do tank" role. This shift 
entails moving beyond theoretical frameworks 
to actively reshaping theories and propelling 
towards actionable initiatives that deliver 
tangible and meaningful impacts on the ground.

1.Empowering through Data: At NIUA, we 
endeavour to establish an urban data bank, aiming to 
integrate diverse assessment frameworks such as the 
Urban Outcome Framework and Climate Assessment 
Framework to develop harmonised data strategies and 
protocols that improve data quality to create unified 
data repository. This strategic approach facilitates 
multiple objectives of evidence-based policy-making, 
promoting urban research, spurring innovation, 
impact measurement, service level benchmarking and 
performance measurement, which also align with the 
principles of the Shree Yantra. Our objective is to enable 
efficient resource utilisation and flexible project designs 
tailored to specific local requirements.

2. Integration and Interconnection: Several 
flagship initiatives NIUA embarks on, such as the 

Master Plan of Delhi 2041, Urban River Management 
Plans, and Climate Action Plans, encapsulate and 
promote strategic and integrated planning principles 
through multi-level engagement and with a focus on 
citizens- which are aptly mirrored in the interconnected 
triangles of the Shree Yantra.  Our objective is to enable 
cities to seamlessly interlink diverse facets and view 
urban landscapes through lenses of environmental 
sustainability, economic growth, cultural enrichment, 
and equitable development. This also emphasises 
green and blue infrastructure, promoting low-carbon 
mobility and advanced digital infrastructure. Our 
overarching vision at NIUA is to nurture thriving cities 
that prioritise environmental consciousness in their 
development while fostering prosperity and sustainable 
progress.

3. Engagement and Empowerment: Strategic 
alliances and partnerships are the bedrock of 
collaborative thinking, advocacy, and action. At 
NIUA, we are deeply committed to fostering these 
connections by engaging with both local partners and 
global organisations. Our mission is to facilitate the 
exchange of ideas and knowledge, amplify the urban 
dialogue, align solutions with pressing needs, and ignite 
innovation. This approach embodies the principle 
of "more from less," converging with the guiding 
principles of the Shree Yantra. Our partnerships with 
diverse stakeholders, including Climate Alliance, 
River Alliance, Climate Practitioners Network, and 
Parvarmanthan (Hill State Forum), are emblematic of 
this dedication. Through these collaborations, we strive 
to cultivate an effective urban ecosystem at a national 
level, embodying the empowering essence of the Shree 
Yantra to propel progress. As these partnerships come 
together and intertwine, the collective power of these 
diverse actors expands and multiplies in unforeseen and 
dynamic ways. This forms a robust network for multi-
level governance, establishing vital linkages with the 
private sector and non-governmental stakeholders—
an imperative condition for achieving impactful 
urbanisation. 

4. Ideation and Innovation:  Cities stand at the 
forefront of the modern world as hubs of creativity, 
economic activity, and cultural exchange. Faced with 
rapid urbanisation and burgeoning populations, cities 
find themselves in a pressing need to innovate and 
evolve swiftly to guarantee the well-being, resilience, 
and sustainability of their residents. 

Innovation is the linchpin in tackling these pressing 
challenges and envisioning a future where cities flourish 
and set sustainable living standards. Several of our 
initiatives at NIUA, such as the CITIIS program, Smart 
Move, serve as catalysts, nurturing fresh ideas and 
innovative approaches to foster innovations to create 
community-centric, cost-effective and sustainable 
solutions to address the web of urban challenges.

From the Director's Desk
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5. Enhancing Skills for Productivity and Prosperity: 
In today's fast-paced and ever-changing world, skill 
development has become pivotal in fostering adaptability 
and responsibility. NIUA's dedicated focus on skill 
development, such as the National Urban Learning Platform 
(NULP), and other capacity-building initiatives, such as 
knowledge tools and templates, including the transfer of 
good practices, is not only ‘nudging’ and ‘guiding’, state 
and local governments but also equipping individuals with 
essential knowledge and expertise to unlock and shape the 
immense potential of cities. 

6. Environmental Sustainability as a Key Focus: 
NIUA is mainstreaming climate actions locally and 
integrating climate language into the city language, which 
aligns seamlessly with Shree Yantra's principles of balance 
and harmony. Projects such as UrbanShift, dedicated to Non-
Motorized Transport (NMT) and nature-based solutions, 
and other initiatives like shallow aquifer management, 
sustainable cities integrated approach, and rejuvenating 
water bodies, etc., strive to craft urban environments to 
move away from mere concepts and to imbibe them into 
the day-to-day functioning of citizens and practitioners.

7. Inclusion and Involvement: Inclusivity is a 
fundamental principle that cross-cuts the intricate design 
of the Shree Yantra and also takes a central role in our 
urban planning approach as an institute. Citizen-centric 
governance cannot be achieved without metrics assessing 
citizens’ satisfaction with the city administration. The 
“Yeh Mera Shehar hai'' campaign under the Ease of Living 
Index initiative conducted by NIUA, India’s most extensive 
Citizen Perception Survey, captured more than 6.4 million 
responses from the citizens on the livability aspect of their 
respective cities. This has primarily empowered citizens 
to actively participate in decision-making processes and 
influence urban policies, where a large part of this survey 
was the nation’s youth. This bottom-up approach increases 
transparency in governance and ensures that urban projects 
align with the specific needs and aspirations of the residents.  
Initiatives like Building Accessible, Safe and Inclusive Indian 
Cities (BASIIC) exemplify this commitment by striving to 
provide an accessible and equitable built environment for 
all residents. These projects aim to cultivate cities where 
everyone feels genuinely belonging, fostering an inclusive 
and harmonious urban environment.

8. Evolution and Expansion:  India’s ethos of “to the 
people, for the people, and by the people”, ingrained in the 
preamble of the Indian Constitution, places citizens at the 
core of its approach. Thus, there is a need for citizen-centric 
governance with effective evidence-based mechanisms- 
an approach that is ingrained in our efforts at NIUA. 
Initiatives to embrace a digital future and unite cities and 
citizens on a unified platform through the National Urban 
Digital Mission ( NUDM) resonate with the transformative 
principle of the Shree Yantra. NIUA aims to improve urban 
service delivery and enhance living standards by focusing 
on citizen-centric digital infrastructure and evolution 
achieved through seamless and harmonious technological 
integration

9. Emergence and Elevate for a Future-Ready 
India: Promoting an ecosystem that prioritises and 
understands the needs of the youth catalyses engaging 
young individuals in urban development, tapping into 
their vibrant creativity and enthusiasm. The Urban Youth 
engagements such as fellowship programs, thesis, posters, 
photo competitions, and academic alliances such as Smart 
cities and Academia towards Action and Research (SAAR), 
including film festivals, are vital links between young 
people and urban initiatives, promoting resilience and 
inclusiveness. We firmly believe that investing in today’s 
students and academic institutions will shape tomorrow's 
city managers, planners, and engineers. The curriculum 
of these institutions needs to keep pace with the needs of 
our cities, which change with time. Also, cities need access 
to the research on urban issues carried out by institutions. 
For this two-way connection to happen effectively, formal 
structures need to be established between research and 
academic institutions on the one side and cities on the 
other. This endeavour aligns with the essence of expansion 
and progress like the Shree Yantra, symbolising growth and 
prosperity.

Guided by this approach, we feel privileged to work across 
the entire spectrum of urban issues at NIUA. Our efforts 
have created a vast network of partnerships and alliances, 
ensuring that the concerns of diverse groups within cities 
are addressed across projects that have been divided in 
nine themes. 

We extend our gratitude to all our partners, 
stakeholders, and the team at NIUA for their 
unwavering support. As we continue our journey, 
we remain steadfast in our determination to build 
a resilient and sustainable urban future for India. 
This transformative trajectory envisioned in the Sri 
Yantra will lead to vibrant, people-centric cities, 
artfully embodying the fusion of timeless wisdom 
and contemporary foresight. The years 2022–23 
were indeed exciting and fulfilling for NIUA, and 
we look forward to continuing our efforts with 
the same gusto in the future.
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'Ensuring Water Security' by Yash Rajesh Dhawade,1st prize, 
Poster Competition for National Youth Conclave, 2023 

'Leveraging ‘local’ potential and identity' by Rohit Raj, 3rd prize, Poster Competition for National Youth 
Conclave, 2023 

'Ensuring Water Security' by Tanvi Sawle, 2nd prize, 
Poster Competition for National Youth Conclave, 2023 

From the Director's Desk
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The 
Year's 
Journey
 

The National Institute of Urban Affairs navigates 
the complex and ever-changing urban 
environment through projects, initiatives, and 
provide assistance to the Ministry on missions, 

capacity building, and policy formation. Time and again, 
it has proved that infrastructure development and finance 
go hand in hand with changes in policies, strategies, and 
the creation of new skill sets for future professionals. The 
Honourable Prime Minister’s endorsement of NIUA’s 
achievements motivated the entire team to achieve greater 
heights. 

NIUA's three-pronged approach of research policy, 
capacity building and advocacy and outreach has provided 
insights and valuable guidance to create foundational 
structures for sustainability, inclusivity and prosperity. 
This has initiated the journey from global commitments 
to a bottom up stakeholder led local action. As India is 
steadfastly pursuing its goal of attaining the position of the 
world's third-largest economy by 2050, the significance 
of urbanisation in India's growth narrative cannot be 
overstated. Effectively managing this metamorphosis of 
urban areas is the nation's paramount challenge. This 
year, NIUA continued to navigate the ever-changing 
urban landscape, striving to make a positive impact on 
the urban ecosystem. 
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One of the notable events of the year was 
the ‘National Youth Conclave’, an initiative 
that recognised the potential of young 
minds in shaping India’s urban development. 
The Conclave, a collaborative effort by the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs and 
Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India, 
as well as the engagement groups Urban 
20 India and Y20 India 2023, discussed the 

role of youth in advancing India’s urban 
development goals and developing future 
leaders. 3,000+ young people attended the 
event, both physically and digitally, with 
a desire to learn and advance the nation, 
looking to play a key role as agents of change. 

NIUA highlighted the importance of cities in 
addressing climate change at COP 27 events 

Team NIUA at the National Youth Conclave
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from the 6th to 20th of  November 2022, 
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. NIUA officials 
participated in various sessions, including 
the ‘Implementation Lab: Actionable 
Adaptation Plans’ organised by the High-
Level Champions and Marrakesh Partnership 
for achieving evidence-based, actionable 
adaptation plans as part of a robust transition 
in cities, states, and regional governments 

towards building adaptation and resilience at 
the local level. C-Cube from NIUA showcased 
its work on the Climate SmartCities 
Assessment Framework (CSCAF) to bring 
the governance and processes to consider 
climate change in their day-to-day activities. 
The Long-term Low Emission Development 
Strategy (LT-LEDS) was launched at COP 
27, for which NIUA led the chapter on 

The Year's Journey
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Appreciation received from the Hon’ble PM Narendra Modi for the successful organisation of  National Youth 
Conclave 2023 by NIUA in collaboration with - MoHUA and MoYAS, GoI, and the engagement groups of Urban 
20 India and Y20 India 2023.
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Appreciation received from the Hon’ble PM Narendra Modi for the 
successful organisation of  DHARA 2023 by NIUA and NMCG. The 
event was the annual meeting of the River Cities Alliance members 
held on 13-14 February 2023 in Pune, Maharashtra

Union Minister, Shri. Hardeep Singh Puri addressing 
participants at the National Youth Conclave

'Energy and Material Efficient Buildings and 
Low Carbon Urbanisation'. LT-LEDS was 
submitted by India to the UNFCC on NDC.

NIUA’s efforts in this area were further 
amplified at a global level at the 11th World 
Urban Forum in Katowice, Poland. The 
NIUA pavilion was set up in line with the 
theme ‘Transforming our Cities for a Better 
Urban Future’, which provided insights into 
existing urban development impacts, future 
trends, difficulties, and possibilities. It hosted 
networking sessions, panel discussions, and 
organised an exhibition that highlighted 
India’s transformation narrative in capacity 
building, research, and advocacy. The display 
showcased NIUA’s work to transform cities 
from many perspectives, addressing climate 
change and sustainable development, and 
exploring the potential for collaboration and 
knowledge-sharing.

The annual convention, Driving Holistic 
Action for Urban Rivers (DHARA) 2023, held 
in Pune, provided a dedicated platform for 
River City Alliance (RCA) member cities to 

The Year's Journey
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organized this year, employing the powerful 
medium of films to enlighten audiences 
about the environmental, social, and 
economic impacts on urban settlements. 150 
films from 20 countries received through a 
global call for entries for the festival were 
showcased in various cities. The festival 
generated discussions on developing climate-
resilient cities and encouraged  individuals 
to undertake  ‘environmentally responsible 
behaviour’ in accordance with the U20 
priority areas and the Hon. Prime Minister’s 
clarion call through the LiFE Mission.

NIUA also participated in the Smart Cities 
Smart Urbanisation Conference in Surat, 
where its innovative Climate Café pavilion 
took center stage. This dynamic platform 
fostered vibrant discussions, panel talks, 
and open houses, enabling city officials to 
exchange knowledge, share their practices, 
and communicate their impact better. With 
its climate lens, the Climate Cafe attracted 
over 1200 visitors from more than 90 cities, 
including Shri Hardeep Puri, who wrote a 
climate pledge on the Tree of Life. This visual 
metaphor helped participants understand 
the significance of climate change and share 
their desired climate actions for the future.

exchange ideas and experiences in managing 
urban rivers, inspiring proactive action 
for urban river management. The team is 
delighted to share the Prime Minister’s words 
of encouragement about the convention’s 
success, and hope to take it to the next level 
in the coming years. 

Alongside these significant events, the 
first-ever Urban Climate Film Festival was 

Shri. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister, Ministry of Jal shakti and Shri. G. Asok Kumar, Director 

General, National Mission for Clean Ganga at DHARA 2023

Participants at the National Youth Conclave
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The sustained emphasis on river-centric 
planning led to the establishment of the River 
City Alliance (RCA), a city-led movement 
promoting river-sensitive planning and 
development. Within a year, the RCA 
expanded from 32 to 108 cities, exemplifying 
NIUA’s success in driving river-centric 
thinking.

NIUA developed the ‘City Climate Alliance’ 
through a participatory approach of key 
stakeholders, to encourage cities to prioritize 
climate awareness, planning, and action as 
well as assure its overall sustainability. It 
was a step towards creating a collaborative 
platform for planned climate action, with the 
ClimateSmart Cities Assessment Framework 
(CSCAF) providing the indicators for 
measuring progress.

The Urban Outcome Framework (UOF) 2022 
is another impactful initiative undertaken 
to create a transparent, comprehensive and 
democratic database based on cross-city 
outcomes across all urban sectors to drive 
evidence-based planning. It encompasses 
the third round of Ease of Living (EOL), 
Municipal Performance Index (MPI), 
ClimateSmart Cities Assessment Framework 
(CSCAF), and Data Maturity Assessment 
Framework (DMAF). The recurring database 
helps in generating time series analysis 
and conducts project tracking to achieve 
aspirational social and economic progress.

NIUA is also working closely with MoHUA on 
the National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) 
to develop a shared digital infrastructure 
that will provide urban administrators with 
the fundamental building blocks, ready-

to-use platforms, standards- guidelines 
and specifications. MoHUA and NIUA 
collaborated to build the National Urban 
Learning Programme (NULP) to encourage 
peer-to-peer learning among cities. NULP is 
developing a dynamic online community of 
urban practitioners who can learn from one 
another and exchange thoughts on current 
and emerging urban needs in order to foster 
a long-term culture of collaborative learning. 

NIUA established a ‘Forum for Inclusive and 
Resilient Sanitation in Hill Cities’ to bring 
together government representatives and 
other stakeholders from states and cities. It 
aims to provide a platform for them to share 
their experiences with regard to Citywide 
Inclusive Sanitation (CWIS) and Integrated 
Wastewater and Septage Management 
(IWSM) with other cities of similar 
physiological and regional conditions The 
main objective of the Forum is to foster peer-
to-peer learning, connect with sector experts 
through multidisciplinary action research, 
knowledge, and experience and assist in the 
development of solutions that address the 
unique demands of the city in relation to 
diverse geo-climatic conditions and other 
contextual problems.

The NIUA and the UN launched the ‘Smart 
Solutions Challenge and Inclusive Cities 
Awards’ focused on addressing accessibility 
and inclusion concerns in cities, particularly 
for vulnerable populace including older 
people, women, and people with disabilities. 
The purpose was to find innovative, unique 
solutions that could be readily adapted or 
reproduced, as well as potential concepts or 
prototypes that cities might follow. 

Shri Hardeep Singh Puri, Union Minister for Housing & Urban Affairs at C-Cube 
Pavilion- Smart Cities Smart Urbanisation Event, Surat

The U20 theme for ‘ensuring 
water security’ underlines one of 
the major concerns facing nations 
and societies the world over. Water 
availability is extremely crucial, 
especially given the challenges of 
the 21st century."

—Quote from PM Letter for Dhara

The Year's Journey
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NIUA Director Mr. Hitesh Vaidya with Ms. Maimunah Mohd Sharif, 
Exec. Director, UN-HABITAT

NIUA's pavilion at the 11th World Urban Forum

Given the diverse needs of 
our cities, including combating 
climate change, I believe our cities 
require new thinking.  
There is a demand for out-of-the-
box innovations and disruptive 
solutions to achieve low-carbon 
futures.

Hardeep Singh Puri 
Minister, MoHUA

We aspire to inspire you 
before we expire!

Maimunah Mohd Sharif 
Executive Director of UN-HABITAT
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U20 Mayoral Summit

C-Cube team NIUA at COP27

NIUA was designated the Technical 
Secretariat for the Urban 20 (U20) 
Engagement Group under India’s G20 
Presidency. This designation allowed NIUA 
to demonstrate how cities can contribute to 
global development agendas. Aligned with 
the G20 theme of ‘One Earth, One Family, 
One Future,’ the U20 engagement group 
emphasised the beneficial effects that city-
level actions can bring to the world.

India finds itself at a pivotal moment in 
history, where the uncertainties surrounding 
the potential of urbanisation to catalyse the 
nation's economic transformation have been 

dispelled. In this conducive environment, 
there is a burgeoning opportunity for 
a bold push to leverage urbanisation to 
advance India's socio-economic landscape. 
Reflecting on this past year, NIUA continues 
to be dedicated to shaping urban futures 
that are prosperous, sustainable, inclusive, 
and inspired by universal peace and global 
harmony.

The Year's Journey
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Urban 20 (U20) is one of the 11 engagement 
groups of G20. NIUA was named the technical 
secretariat for all U20 events and activities. During 
India’s Presidency of the G20, the U20 forum has 

underscored the importance of transforming the urban sector 
to drive lasting positive outcomes for the world and set the 
stage for concerted actions at the city level.

India’s U20 cycle has focused on moving from Intention to Action 
- attempting to answer the ‘how’ and ‘when’ to many of the ‘whats’ 
that have been committed by the global community. In collaboration 
with cities from around the world, U20 India has drafted a roadmap 
for global change driven through cities and closing the gap between 
policy and practice at all levels of governance.

The deliberations have focused on v that are critical for 
grounding complex global urban agendas into actionable city 
level initiatives.

Multiple knowledge products have been prepared as part of the 
U20 cycle, including thematic white papers on all 6 priorities 
areas on U20, background research, at a glance papers, 
urbanization profiles of the G20 countries as well as a policy 
brief on mainstreaming gender in U20.

Over multiple rounds of discussion with cities from around the 
world, U20 India has successfully steered the development of 
the U20 Communiqué, which represents the collective vision 
of cities.

U20 cycles had two major events:

• U20 City Sherpa Meeting – held in Ahmedabad on 9-10 
February 2023, was a resounding success with more than 
200 delegates from over 40 cities across the world - the 
highest recorded in-person participation in U20 Sherpa 
meetings across all U20 cycles. 

 U20 Technical 
Secretariat

U20 

Urban 20 (U20) is one of the 11 engagement groups of G20. NIUA was named the technical 
secretariat for all U20 events and activities. During India’s Presidency of the G20, the U20 
forum has underscored the importance of transforming the urban sector to drive lasting positive 
outcomes for the world and set the stage for concerted actions at the city level. 
India’s U20 cycle has focused on moving from Intention to Action - attempting to answer the 
‘how’ and ‘when’ to many of the ‘whats’ that have been committed by the global community. 
In collaboration with cities from around the world, U20 India has drafted a roadmap for global 
change driven through cities and closing the gap between policy and practice at all levels of 
governance. 

 
Group Photograph at the Inaugural session 

The deliberations have focused on Six Priority Areas that are critical for grounding complex 
global urban agendas into actionable city level initiatives.  

 

Multiple knowledge products have been prepared as part of the U20 cycle, including thematic 
white papers on all 6 priorities areas on U20, background research, at a glance papers, 
urbanization profiles of the G20 countries as well as a policy brief on mainstreaming gender in 
U20. 

Group Photograph at the Inaugural session

The city resilience and citizen 
participation are important in 
addressing the climate crisis, and 
there is need to invest in climate 
action to protect lives. U20 presents 
an opportunity to strengthen climate 
action efforts.

Dr Kevin Austin, C40
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Handover of the Communiqué

Cultural Event

6 Focus Areas of the Urban20

 
G20 Sherpa, Mr. Amitabh Kant at the Mayoral Summit 

 
Cultural Event 

 
Excursion to Gandhi Kutir 
 
TIMELINE 

• U20 Mayoral Summit - held on 7-8 July 2023 in 
Ahmedabad, marking the completion of collectively-
developed U20 Communiqué by cities and its official 
handover to the G20 leaders for informing the G20 
negotiations and agenda that will be adopted during the 
Leaders’ Summit. The event featured film screenings on 
the issue of climate change, various cultural programs, 
and a gala dinner, providing opportunities for networking 
and cultural exchange. An exhibition titled ‘India’s Urban 
Story’ was also organised, showcasing initiatives taken by 
Indian cities across the 6 priority areas.

Encouraging 
Environmentally 
Responsible 
Behaviors

Ensuring Water 
Security

Accelerating Climate 
Finance

Championing 
‘Local’ Culture and 
Economy

Reinventing 
Frameworks for 
Urban Governance 
and Planning

Catalysing Digital 
Urban Futures

1 2 3

4 5 6

Culture doesn’t just emerge; 
it represents the lives in the urban 
landscape

Ms Emilia Saiz,  
Secretary General United Cities and  

Local Governments (UCLG)

The U20 Summit witnessed 
record-breaking participation and 
endorsement of the Communique. 
Key discussions highlighted 
success stories like Indore’s 
cleanliness and the role of Delhi 
Metro and emphasised the 
importance of disruptive ideas for 
sustainable urban growth.”

Hardeep Singh Puri 
Minister, MoHUA

U20 Technical Secretariat
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Global Presence of 
2023

World Urban Forum 11

COP 27

'Shaping Youth Future: Livelihood 
Options in Creating Inclusive City' 

FSM 7 Conference

As the think-tank driving the urban story of India, it 
is critical for NIUA that it delivers the right message 
on global platforms.

The NIUA pavilion at the World Urban Forum 11 
at Katowice, through its own story encapsulated the 
account of India’s cities, celebrating their successes, 
putting out innovations and technology adopted 
and the strides they are making. Events curated:

 > 8 Knowledge Products Launched
 > 3 Networking Events
 > 8 Panel Discussions

NIUA highlighted evidence-based, actionable urban 
plans towards building adaptation and resilience at the 
local level. NIUA’s Climate Centre for Cities (C-Cube) 
showcased the Climate Smart Cities Assessment Frame-
work's best practices adopted by Indian cities in setting 
contextual standards in green, sustainable, and resilient 
urban development.

This International Conference was organised in Rio 
de Janeiro as an outcome of the project undertaken 
by the Inclusive-Cities Centre (ICC), NIUA, in part-
nership with the University of Edinburgh, Interna-
tional Centre for Research and Policy on Childhood 
(CIESPI), Youth for Unity and Voluntary Action 
(YUVA) and Fields of View (FoV). It aimed to iden-
tify the livelihood options for youth in cities of India 
and Brazil to promote the rights of young people.

The Sanitation and Capacity 
Building Program (SCBP) of NIUA 
participated in the 21st AfWA 
Congress & Exhibition and the 
7th International Faecal Sludge 
Management Conference in Abi-
djan, Cote d’Ivoire, which featured 
the theme 'Acting for sustainable 
resources management and access 
for all to water and sanitation in 
Africa'. SCBP team presented at the 
Forum on 'Inclusive and Resilient 
Water and Sanitation in Hill Cities 
of the Himalayan range', emphasis-
ing bridging the gap between water, 
sanitation, and people, and linking 
it with climate change.   

Katowice, POLAND

Sharm El-Sheikh, EGYPT

Rio-de-Janeiro, BRAZIL

Abidjan- Cote 
d’Ivoire, AFRICA
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Workshop on "Urban 
Neighbourhood Sustainability 
and Impacts from COVID-19"

6th Dortmund Conference on 
"Spatial and Planning Research - 
Spatial Development and Spatial 
Observation"

16th PASCAL Conference 2022 on 
“Learning and crises: Future-proofing 
city responses”

MoU signing at the IWA World 
Water Congress & Exhibition in 
Copenhagen 

The workshop, supported by United Kingdom 
Research Innovation (UKRI) had two interre-
lated aims. Firstly it aimed to share the research 
findings of the project on Sustainable, Healthy 
and Learning Cities and Neighbourhoods 
(SHLC) with partners, funders, and wider inter-
national research communities, and secondly to 
identify future research directions and facilitate 
further research collaboration between SHLC 
team members and international researchers 
including those from the University of Glasgow. 
The NIUA-SHLC team presented the findings 
from the case study cities of Delhi and Madurai.

The  BBSR-NIUA team co-hosted the session on 
Multi-Level Analysis of Urban and Spatial De-
velopment under track 3 of the conference. The 
session discussed the benefits of multi-level anal-
ysis of urban spatial development for monitoring 
of sustainability, resilience and inclusion in cities 
and regions across various level of governance.

The main theme of the conference was to understand the 
responses made by cities and regions, and their citizens, 
in their path to recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It considered the transformations that cities and regions 
have made to adapt to the pandemic with a particular focus 
on education and lifelong learning, social support, health 
services and environmental services. The NIUA-SHLC (Sus-
tainable, Healthy and Learning cities and Neighbourhoods)
team was selected to make the presentation on ‘Differential 
Impact of the Pandemic on Neighbourhood-level Subjective 
Well-Being: A Tale of Two Indian Cities’.

NIUA and the International Water Association (IWA) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding to promote 
a strategic and cooperative relationship and share 
areas of synergy, especially on urban water manage-
ment and inclusive sanitation. It includes effective 
collaboration in reshaping the global agenda on 
Inclusive Urban Sanitation – involving working on 
innovative solutions and service-oriented areas that 
contribute to the progression of water and sanitation 
management, particularly in South Asian countries.

Glasgow, UK

Dortmund, GERMANY

Tampere, FINLAND

Copenhagen, DENMARK
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We are delighted to present NIUA’s Annual 
Report 2022-23, where we reflect on the 
milestones, achievements, and progress made 

in our unwavering commitment to sustainable urban 
development. 

In this year’s report, we are proud to center our focus on 
NINE critical themes that are at the core of our endeavors.  
These themes are not just abstract concepts; they represent 
the heart and soul of our mission to build better, greener, 
and more equitable cities for generations to come.

Delving into the following pages will provide you with insight 
into the impact of our initiatives, and the transformative 
changes we are striving to bring about.

'Sustainable Mobility' by Jayesh Vijuda for CITIIS Photography Exhibition

'Gali mein chand nikla' by Parangam Sarma 
Basistha- ITCN Photography Competition
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NIUA’s Climate Centre for Cities 
(C-Cube) is actively engaged in 
Climate Change mitigation and 
resilience building for cities. C-Cube 
works on policy recommendations, 
research, capacity building, and 
partnerships to promote Climate 
Action. Our efforts to combat 
climate change extend far beyond 
environmental preservation. We are 
implementing innovative strategies 
and policies to promote sustainable 
practices, reduce carbon emissions, 
and fostering urban resilience in 
harmony with nature.

Develop policy recommendations to 
mainstream climate action

Establish research and capacity 
building nodes for climate informed 
urban development

Review policies for developing 
solutions for climate resilience

Nudge and support cities to locally 
address climate change impacts and 
develop capacities of city officials

Improve collaborations among 
stakeholders to develop the ability 
to thrive in a varying climate synergy 
across all climate actions

Building research, knowledge 
management and awareness through 
online campaigns, good practices, 
podcasts and blogs

Developing the climate data 
observatory

ClimateSmart Cities Assessment 
Framework (CSCAF)

Urban Act 

The first-of-its-kind assessment to evaluate the ability of 
Indian cities to mitigate and respond to climate change that 
helps informed investments, showcase evidence of climate 
actions and monitor impacts. More than 220 cities are 
participating in the latest round of evaluation.

"Little kids and families collecting free plants distributed by GHMC at famous 
locations like Charminar and Tank Bund” by Shrikanth Poojari for CIITIS 
Photography Exhibition

Supports the integration of climate change related implications and 
actions into the urban planning mechanisms, and State Climate 
Action Plans with a focus on gender component. The project is 
being implemented in Coimbatore, Panaji, and Shimla. 

01

03

Climate Smart Cities 
Develops climate compatible cities in India by supporting 
cities with technical know-how, training, and peer-to-peer 
learning for innovative climate mitigation and adaptation 
solutions. 26 training modules and 26 new courses aligned 
with CSCAF have been uploaded on NULP.

02

Climate

WHAT WE DO

Climate Water and 
Rivers

Waste and 
Sanitation

Sustainable 
Infrastructure

City 
Planning

Digital 
and Data Inclusion YouthFinance



Climate Action Plan 
Kolkata | Pune | Junagarh | Jamnagar | Leh 
To help the five selected cities prepare their climate action 
plans to help them improve on their standing against the 
Climate Smart Cities Assessment Framework. 

09

A joint initiative of NIUA, ICLEI South Asia – Local 
Governments for Sustainability, South Pole Carbon 
Management Ltd and e-concept AG works on  mainstreaming 
climate actions.  The aim is to lower green house gas emissions 
in select 8 Indian partner cities in 4 states by strengthening 
their capacities to enhance resilience. Besides a training 
program and a national best-practises workshop, the city 
climate action plan for Ahmedabad has been completed.

CapaCITIES

“Solar Power in India is the fastest developing Industry” by Mr. Sourav Karmakar- Runner Up- National Photography Competition, 
C-Cube

04

UrbanShift Country Project - Livable 
Cities in India
A joint initiative of NIUA and UNEP which aims to support 
advanced integrated urban planning and implementation to 
reduce GHG emissions and land degradation, and conserve 
ecologically sensitive areas; by way of providing technical 
assistance and  building capacities of city stakeholders. 
The learnings from the project will be demonstrated by 
conceiving and implementing pilot projects and scaling-up 
nationally.

08

UNU / T-CAP Transformative Climate  
Action
Aims to build techno-institutional capacities of urban 
decision-makers to foster participatory decision-making 
and implementation of data informed transformative climate 
actions. Vishakhapatnam is the pilot city.  

05

Building low carbon and climate resil-
ient cities in India 
Aims to strengthen the capacities of Indian cities to 
identify, plan and implement measures for achieving lower 
greenhouse gas emissions growth. It is enhancing resilience 
in an integrated manner through setting up of a climate 
data wall within NIUA, supporting the implementation of 
CSCAF 2021 and 2022 Cycles.

06

Urban Climate Film Festival
The festival, held under U20 engagement events, showcased 
a curated selection of 11 films from nine countries to 
create wider awareness of the impact of climate change on 
life in cities. The films screened spanned topics like water 
conservation, clean energy, sustainable architecture, and 
protecting green cover and biodiversity.

07
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City Climate Alliance (CCA)
The City Climate Alliance is a coalition of over 70 
international partners and 250 Indian cities committed to 
climate. It is an aggregator for capturing climate actions, 
innovations and transitions through knowledge sharing and 
exchange on national and international platforms under 
India Climate Dialogues, WUF and Urban20. 

The alliance also contributes to policy acceleration, creating 
repositories and supporting capacity building for just climate 
transitions.

11

A pilot on Climate Risk Informed De-
cision Analysis (CRIDA) 
A key concern with the application of the outputs of climate 
change models in decision making is the inherent uncertainty 
associated with them. The Climate Risk Informed Decision 
Analysis (CRIDA) is a bottom-up approach to avoid this 
problem by reducing the dependence on climate modeling 
for project design and development.

12

Urban Cooling Project
NIUA in partnership with UNEP and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Denmark, under the framework of the 
Cool Coalition and the India-Denmark Green Strategic 
Partnership is supporting Indian cities in implementing 
sustainable cooling and heat resiliency strategies.

10

Leaders in Climate Change 
Management (LCCM)
A practice-based learning program that builds capacity 
among urban professionals to lead climate action across 
sectors and geographies in India. It envisions capacitating 
5,000 professionals, including mid to junior-level 
government officials and front-line workers, and prepares 
them to champion climate change adaptation and mitigation 
solutions to achieve India’s climate commitments.

13

“Public Open Spaces” by Medagoni Venkatesham, for CIITIS Photography Exhibition
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Publications

Events

NIUA participating in a plenary session at COP27

Workshop on Climate Action through Urban Heat Island (UHI) 
Mitigation

C-Cube Networking event at the 11th WUF

City officials playing CLAP NOW game
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NIUA’s Water and Environment 
Vertical is committed to 
safeguarding rivers, lakes, and 
other water bodies. It is actively 
engaged in promoting sustainable 
water and environmental 
management in Indian cities 
through various initiatives. The 
vertical develops frameworks 
and mechanisms to bring about 
tangible improvements, while 
also providing capacity-building 
trainings and supporting 
government missions related to 
urban water and environment. 
Through responsible water 
management, it strives to create 
sustainable cities.

Develop enabling frameworks, 
mechanisms, and pathways to help 
Indian cities manage their water and 
environmental sectors in a sustainable 
manner

Help plug capacity gaps by providing 
capacity-building trainings

Supporting various missions 
within MoHUA and other Central/
State government ministries in 
implementing water and environment 
initiatives

Work with national and international 
resource partners on related issues

WHAT WE DO

Centre for River Sensitive Cities 
Promotes river-sensitive urban development in Indian cities. 
It has three main components: 
i) manage the River Cities Alliance 
ii) improve the existing knowledge on urban river 
management by developing new tools and frameworks to 
create action on ground, and 
iii) advocacy for educating professionals in cultivating river-
sensitive behaviour

01Water 
and Rivers

Urban River Management Plans 
(URMP)
URMP is a unique, first-of-its-kind framework for managing 
and improving the health and sustainability of rivers that 
flow through or near an urban area.
NIUA and the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 
supported the cities of Kanpur, Ayodhya and Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji Nagar in preparing their URMPs. NIUA  and 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) are supporting the cities of 
Bareilly and Moradabad in preparing their URMPs.
With the support of the World Bank, NIUA and  NMGC are 
also in the process of preparing  URMPs for  60 other cities.

02

Integrated Urban Water Management 
Plan for Varanasi and Udaipur
Aims to create an enabling environment for institutionalising 
the concept of Integrated Urban Water Management that 
integrates four key elements of the urban water sector- water 
supply, wastewater, storm water, and water environment. 
It is being implemented in association with Municipal 
Corporation and provides a broad strategy for Udaipur to 
revamp it’s integrated water management.

03

River Cities Alliance (RCA)
The RCA is a dedicated platform for river cities in India to 
ideate, discuss and exchange information for sustainable 
management of urban rivers.  It focuses on three  broad themes- 
Networking. Capacity Building and Technical Support. The 
alliance was initially launched with only 30 members. Today 
the RCA has 140+ members across the country, including one 
international city- Aarhus, Denmark.
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Proliferating Ecosystem-based Adap-
tation Practices in Indian Cities (EPIC)
This project seeks to address two core challenges that are 
faced by most cities in the face of climate change- water 
scarcity and flooding.
This project aims to create an enabling environment for 
mainstreaming ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) in the 
water management strategy of a city. The project is being 
implemented as a pilot in Bhubaneshwar city in association 
with the Bhubaneshwar Municipal Corporation.

07

Participatory & Inclusive Water 
Sensitive Urban Design for 
Sustainability & Resilience (PARIWAR)

Flood Resilience Compendium

The project is being carried out under the Australia-India 
Water Security Initiative (AIWASI) to help cross-scale some 
of Australia’s innovative water management practices in 
India. 
It aims at implementing demonstration projects in 
Mubarakpur Dabas and Bakkarwala, East Delhi, using 
water sensitive urban design principles. Under the project, a 
Delhi Water Forum (DWF) has been established for regular 
discussions among government agencies and stakeholders to 
make Delhi water-sensitive.

Compendium curated with 30 best practices (global and 
local) across 4 types of interventions- Nature-based, 
planning solutions, technology-based, and infrastructure 
solutions. The document indicates the 7 resileince qualities 
of the interventions- Robust, Inclusive, Flexible, Resourceful, 
Reflective, Redundant, and Integrated.

05

06

08

“Public Open Spaces” by Keshav Sahay Saxena, for CIITIS Photography Exhibition
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Themes: Water and River

Scaling up best practices for Urban 
Waterbody Management
The project aims at developing an urban water body 
diagnostic tool to evaluate the health of ponds and lakes in 
a city. It encompasses four dimensions - physical, chemical, 
ecological, and management. The tool has been applied 
in Vishakhapatnam, Ayodhya, and Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
Nagar and is available free of charge to anyone who desires 
to use it.
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Water Security Assessment of Indian 
Cities
The project developed an assessment system to measure 
water security against the different dimensions like water 
productivity, water-related disasters, water environment, 
and water governance. It organised workshops with different 
government and non-government agencies in Delhi to train 
them in the knowledge and application of this assessment 
system. This project was taken up with Asian Institute of 
Technology Thailand.

11

Student Thesis Competition on 
"Re-imagining Urban Rivers"
This is a national level, sponsored thesis competition 
undertaken by NMGC and NIUA to promulgate river-
sensitive development of cities by engaging young minds.
In its fourth season currently, the competition aspires 
to provide students with an opportunity to research and 
bring blue sky and innovative solutions for reimagining the 
outlook and management of urban river systems.

10

09

“Fighting with water pollution for survival, fisherman fishing at  
Kalindi Kunj” by Bhanu, Runner up at National Photography 
Competition, C-Cube

“Sea levels are rising, glaciers are melting & precipitation patterns are changing” by Mr. Sourav Karmakar, 
Runner up at National Photography Competition, C-Cube

Shallow Aquifer Management (SAM) 
in Selected AMRUT Cities
This project, conceptualized with the AMRUT 2.0 
Mission of MoHUA, aims to improve the knowledge and 
understanding of shallow aquifers in ten cities in India - 
Bengaluru, Chennai, Dhanbad, Gwalior, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Kolkata, Pune, Rajkot, and Thane. The project focuses on 
interventions aimes towards developing water secure cities 
through the restoration of shallow aquifers which have stood 
the test of time n India's long standing water histoy.



Participants of the training programme on ‘Managing Urban Rivers: 
From Planning to Practice’

Publication

Events

Finalists of the Sponsored Thesis Competition (Season 2) Field visit for application of the Urban Water 
Body Diagnostic Tool

Launch of Compendium of 75 River-Related Best Practices

Strategic Guidelines for 
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Building on its commitment 
to hygiene and health, NIUA 
addresses waste and sanitation 
challenges in India by supporting 
states and cities in ensuring 
safe disposal of faecal sludge 
and septage. Capacity building 
programs for officials across 
India drive national priorities 
effectively, and use innovative 
and virtual methods to enhance 
training pedagogy. Moreover, we 
integrate sustainability into urban 
planning through key projects like 
SCIAP, fostering investment in 
infrastructure.

Address the urban sanitation 
challenges in India

Streamline decentralized sanitation 
solutions

Promote non-sewered sanitation 
solutions for septage and wastewater 
management and City-wide Inclusive 
Sanitation (CWIS) approach

Provide Capacity Building support 
across India for officials to achieve 
objectives under national priorities

Support states and cities to move 
beyond the open defecation free 
(ODF) status by addressing safe 
disposal and treatment of faecal 
sludge and septage

WHAT WE DO

Sustainable Cities Integrated Ap-
proach Pilot in India (SCIAP)
SCIAP at NIUA works for integrating sustainability 
strategies into urban planning and management to create 
a favourable environment for investment in infrastructure 
and service delivery. This is done by building a multi-
sectoral partnership platform to ensure the implementation 
of strategies, concerning various issues and challenges of 
stakeholders/partners and preparing integrated training 
curriculum modules.

01

Waste  
and  
Sanitation

Inclusive sanitation by Himanshi Jain for Urban Sanitation 
Photostory Competition

NIUA has conceptualised a forum 'Parvat Manthan: 
Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States', to bring 
together Himalayan states and cities to act and achieve the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. The forum facilitates 
knowledge and experience sharing on water and sanitation 
among hilly states/cities to achieve the objectives of national 
missions.

Hill forum
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Events

Construction of FSTP in Rudrapur

Presentation of Uttarakhand 
work by SCBP

Launch of Parvat ManthanSigning of MoU between NIUA 
and IWA for scaling up Capacity 
building
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Sanitation Capacity Building Platform 
(SCBP) Phase 2 on Sanitation & 
Inclusion
SCBP has developed a platform for capacity building of 
state and city-level government officials for designing and 
implementing Non-Sewered Sanitation (NSS), including 
integrated wastewater and septage management in order to 
move towards the agenda of Citywide Inclusive Sanitation 
(CWIS). Furthermore, it enables cross learning and leverages 
the work in the Himalayan States at Global South i.e. South 
Asia and Africa.

An innovative sanitation board game has been developed 
to complement capacity building programs from two 
dimensional presentations to innovative methods, making 
the training more virtualised, valued and interactive.
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The foundation of every resilient 
city lies in its infrastructure. NIUA 
plays a significant role in promoting 
sustainable infrastructure by 
assisting Indian cities in implementing 
innovative and integrated urban 
projects. We emphasise the 
construction of sustainable, energy-
efficient, and technologically 
advanced structures that enhance 
urban living while minimizing 
environmental impact. Our focus on 
minimizing resource consumption 
and enhancing social inclusiveness 
fosters a resilient economy.

Help Indian cities implement 
sustainable urban infrastructure 
projects

Promote the integration of innovative 
and efficient processes into the 
operation to help minimise the 
consumption  of natural resources

Work on projects that improve 
sustainable mobility and increase 
public open spaces

Assist cities in embracing 
digitalization and technology to 
improve e-governance

Support social and organisational 
innovation in low income settlements 
through its projects

WHAT WE DO

City Investments To Innovate, 
Integrate and Sustain (CITIIS)
Conceptualised to assist Indian cities in improving 
sustainable mobility, increase the amount of public open 
spaces, implementing technology to improve e-governance 
and drive social and organisational innovation in low-
income settlements through integrated, innovative and 
sustainable projects.

01

Sustainable, Healthy, Learning Cities 
and Neighbourhood (SHLC)
Aims to strengthen research capacity among urban studies 
researchers and policy makers in the urban sector. It 
conducts systematic and comparative studies of urbanisation 
to address the challenges associated with large-scale rural-
to-urban migration in Africa and Asia.

02

Sustainable  
Infrastructure

Sustainable Habitat Mission
This mission has identified five thematic areas, 
namely Energy and Green Building, Urban 
Planning, Green Cover and Biodiversity, Mobility 
and Air Quality, Water and Waste 
Management, for  which mitigation and adaptation strategies 
to develop of sustainable habitats is covered.

03

“An organisation ‘Karo Sambhav‘ has been recycling waste 
in a systematic way.” By Ekansh Goel, First Prize for National 
Photography Competition, C-Cube
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“Public Open Spaces” by Vikas Nautiyal for CIITIS Photography Exhibition

Urban Resilience and Adaptation for 
India and Mongolia (URGENT)
The aim is to promote Green & Blue Infrastructure and 
Nature-Based Solutions for resilient, climate- friendly and 
livable cities in INDIA & MONGOLIA. This is done through 
the qualitative improvement of the education process & 
academic workflow among universities & stakeholders 
across the partner countries.

04

Sustainable Cities India Program with 
World Economic Forum (WEF)
City Sprints workshop is a series of multi-sectoral, multi-
stakeholder workshops involving business, government, and 
civil society leaders to enable decarbonisation, especially 
through clean electrification and circularity. A two-day 
workshop was held in Hubballi-Dharwad for the same, co-
hosted by Hubballi-Dharwad Smart City Limited in August 
2022 with participation from over 120 stakeholders.

In order to enable cities to run pilot solutions based on 
findings, NIUA has contributed to the open-source Toolbox 
of Solutions, launched by WEF in COP 27 held in November 
2022.

05

India Forum for Nature based Solu-
tions (NbS)
The India Forum for Nature-based Solutions (NbS) led by 
NIUA and WRI India, is a coalition of research and practice 
organisations working to scale up the adoption of NbS to 
shape climate-resilient cities and communities in India. The 
vision of the forum is to climate-proof 100 million residents 
and infrastructure worth $100 billion in Indian Cities by 
2030.

06

"Our ride" by Dimple Pancholi, Runner up at National 
Photography Competition, C-Cube
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Puducherry CM at the Bhoomi Pujan Ceremony of CITIIS project

Karnataka MLA Jagadish Shettar at a CITIIS event in Hubbali

Shailesh Yadav explaining the project components at the 
inauguration of CITIIS project in Agartala

Solar Installation at a household for the Sustainable 
Neighbourhood project
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SUSTAINABLE URBAN NETWORKS 
FOR DYNAMIC AND RESILIENT 
(SUNDAR) INDIA

Publications

Events
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"Closing disparity" by Anav Sharma for  ITCN Photography Exhibition
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NIUA plays a crucial role in urban 
planning in shaping the cities of 
tomorrow by employing dynamic 
frameworks and an ecosystem-
based integrated approach to 
enhance city services, efficiency 
and accessibility. Notably, we have 
contributed significantly to Delhi’s 
development through the Master 
Plan, covering vital aspects such 
as land-use, infrastructure, urban 
revitalization, economic growth, 
and environmental planning. NIUA 
emphasises public participation 
in urban planning, recognising its 
importance in creating user- friendly 
and inclusive cities.

Apply strategic and dynamic city 
planning frameworks and ecosystem-
based integrated approach for 
efficient and accessible city services

Provide special emphasis on Public 
Participation in Urban Planning, as 
cities are meant to be used by people, 
and their opinion is important in its 
planning and development

WHAT WE DO

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP for Main-
streaming Risk-informed, Integrated, 
Resilient and Sustainable Urban  
Development in Cities - GIZ
The Programme (SUDSC II) aims at anchoring resilient, 
sustainable approaches and solutions for urban development 
including infrastructure that prioritises disaster risk 
management and embodies the “leave-no-one-behind” 
concept.

01City  
Planning

Morgenstadt Global Smart City Initia-
tive (MGSCI)
Aims at transformational change of the urban systems 
through the analysis, identification, and development of 
sustainable cross-sectoral solutions to optimize urban 
infrastructure, processes or services in Kochi, India, Piura 
(Peru) and Saltillo (Mexico). The idea is to sustainably 
refurbish a neighbourhood within a stipulated budget, 
which can be used as a blueprint for other areas in the city as 
well as for other cities.

02

Master Plan of Delhi 2041

Mainstreaming Gati Shakti Mission 
with  Master Plans

NIUA collaborated with DDA to prepare the Master Plan 
for Delhi for 2041 and delivered in June 2023. The plan 
provides a ‘strategic’ and ‘enabling’ planning framework for 
developing Delhi as a sustainable, livable and vibrant city.

A development initiative wherein various economic zones 
are the fulcrum of economic development, interconnected 
through a network of multi-modal connectivity 
infrastructure, up to the last mile. It's objective is to infuse 
geo-spatial technologies and the root level applications 
based on geo-spatial data into e-Governance at the central 
and state levels.
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PM Modi Inaugurating the CITIIS project at the Mahakal 
Corridor in Ujjain

'Public Open Spaces' by Shishir Desai for CITIIS Photography Exhibition

Bicycle stations to promote non-motorised transport along 
the green mobility corridor in Hubballi- Dharwas developed 
under CITIIS program

TRANSFORMING 
URBAN 

LANDSCAPE 
IN INDIA

A Compendium of 75 Public Spaces 

Publications
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“E-Governance and ICT” by Josekutty Panackal for CIITIS 
Photography Exhibition

Embracing the digital age, NIUA 
harnesses the power of technology 
and data analytics to optimise 
urban operations, enhance public 
services, and ensure the seamless 
integration of smart solutions in 
urban landscapes. NIUA actively 
promotes digital and data-driven 
governance in urban development 
through the National Urban Digital 
Mission. The focus on citizen-centric 
digital platforms extends to data 
sharing and analysis, and aims 
to transform public spaces and 
promote behavior change.

Improve ease of living through a 
national urban digital ecosystem that 
delivers accessible, inclusive, efficient 
and citizen-centric governance

Create and encourage adoption of 
published, open standards

Promote the development of scalable 
and extensible applications with a 
special focus on achieving the SDGs 
for urban and digital domains

Catalyse an urban national open 
digital ecosystem (u-NODE) that 
leverages NUDM to build new 
platforms, solutions and innovations

Work across 6 practice areas 
with stakeholders to facilitate 
collaborations among diverse skill 
sets and accelerate adoption of digital 
urban governance

Adopt the best principles of 
cooperative federalism while working 
with the States/UTs & ULBs for 
realisation of the same

WHAT WE DO

National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM): 
Urban Platform for deliverY of Online 
Governance (UPYOG); NUDM 
Standards

Data Analysis & Management Unit 
(DAMU) to implement DataSmart Cit-
ies Strategy in 100 Smart Cities

The mission focuses on citizen-centric digital revolution in 
4800+ urban local bodies in India. It aims to create a shared 
digital infrastructure working across the three pillars of 
People, Processes, and Platforms to provide framework for 
digital governance in the country. 
NIUA has been appointed to anchor this mission. The two 
initiatives under this mission are UPYOG and NUDM 
standards initiative.

DAMU, acts as the backbone for the implementation of the 
Data Smart Cities strategy at the National level and has been 
spearheading the development and implementation of the 
same in 100 Smart Cities of India. 

01

03

Smartnet to manage knowledge 
products
A learning and knowledge-sharing platform between 
cities that encourages Government and Business linkages 
and inter-linkages for the urban sector in India enabling 
transparent and structured interactions between cities, 
businesses, and institutions.
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"E governance and ICT" by Ajay Antony for  CIITIS photography exhibition
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DSU works on data analytics and visualization to convert 
the data into meaningful data structure based on KPIs to 
enable faster decision- making system for MoHUA along 
with a culture of evidence-based policy making. It also helps 
to increase the DGQI score of the programmes lagging. It 
develops action plan for reaching 'The Data Governance 
Quality Index (DGQI) 5.0' frontier scores for all the schemes 
of the Ministry.

NIUA-BBSR Collaboration on research 
on SDGs
This collaboration aims at developing a comparable scenario 
of the spatial structure and trend of urbanisation in India 
and Germany; Contributes to making global data sets 
comparable through a common data-oriented language, 
based on national and supranational data sources.

07

National Urban Learning Platform 
(NULP)
NULP is a demand-driven digital platform that responds 
to the learning needs of professionals including Municipal 
administrators/officers’ related to the practical challenges of 
urban governance in real time. It is a collaborative network 
where urban administrators learn from each other through 
peer-to-peer connections and cater to challenges through a 
common language which the cities understand.

05

Data & Strategy Unit (DSU) to govern, 
analyse, manage data and technology 
across MoHUA missions and depart-
ments

04

The project aims to develop a broad framework of Gender 
and Age-Group Disaggregated Urban Children Database in 
India under select thematic areas including Demography; 
Survival, Health, and Nutrition; Education; Housing 
& Shelter Quality; Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH); 
Environment and Disaster Management; Finance; Transport 
and Mobility and other urban issues.

Development of holistic urban child 
data framework
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Internal FRACing Unit (IFU)
MoHUA with NIUA has set up an Internal FRACing Unit 
(IFU), to help develop and strengthen the skills, instincts, 
abilities, processes and resources to perform functions in an 
effective, efficient and sustainable manner. The project aims 
to map the role, activities and competencies of the officials 
in MoHUA with objective to link the trainings to fill the 
competencies gap. 

10

Urban Outcomes Framework and 
AMPLIFI Portal
The project aims to develop a transparent and comprehensive 
database of 200 plus cities based on cross-city outcomes 
across 14 sectors such as Demography, Planning, Energy, 
Environment, Mobility, etc. The collaborative effort will 
create a window for open, accessible, and quality urban 
data that will serve as ammunition for research, analysis, 
assessments, and evidence-based policymaking.

09

NUDM Fellowship Program
Graduates of this Fellowship program get the chance to 
assist on implementation of missions on e-governance, 
the opportunity to work closely with urban experts, 
and gain in-depth knowledge about policy application, 
technology and urban program management. 

08

"E-governance and ICT" by Sindhu George for CIITIIS Photography Exhibition



 MoU signed with Govt. of Haryana to implement NUDM in the 
state

MoU signed with NDMC for implementation of NUDM
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Events

Publications

MoU signed with Govt. of Bihar to implement NUDM in the state

MoU signed with government of Uttar Pradesh for delivering 
urban services online across its 750 ULBs

Themes: Digital and Data



We firmly believe that no city can 
thrive without the meaningful 
inclusion of all its inhabitants. NIUA 
actively promotes spatial, social, 
and economic inclusivity in city 
planning, focusing on gender and 
disability inclusion, and vulnerable 
communities. We work to eliminate 
disparities, ensure accessibility, 
and build vibrant communities for 
every citizen as well as provide 
livelihood options and advocate 
for youth rights. To drive maximum 
impact, NIUA collaborates with UN 
agencies and stakeholders.

Provide technical support to Indian 
cities to create inclusive urban 
environments for vulnerable groups 
like the urban poor, PwDs, women, 
children and the elderly

Integrate inclusion into policies and 
guidelines through comprehensive 
revisions

Develop knowledge and training 
programmes to capacitate Indian 
cities for mainstreaming urban 
inclusion

Formulate toolkits and frameworks 
for monitoring and evaluation of 
the advancements made in creating 
inclusive urban environments

Demonstrate the integration of 
spatial, social, digital, and economic 
inclusion through pilot projects in 
Indian cities

ABLE India Framework - MoHUA

Shaping Youth Futures Programme

Accessibility assessment for Built Environment (ABLE), 
India is a certification framework for assessing accessibility 
in Public Buildings. It is expected to measure and rate a 
building’s accessibility compliance/performance for the 
entire building planning cycle, as well as its operation and 
maintenance phase results over its full life.

This project promotes the welfare and rights of young 
people by developing a range of livelihood options aligned 
with inclusive city aims in India and Brazil to create an 
interdisciplinary research and practice cluster and bring 
together diverse disciplines and stakeholders for building 
youth capacity. 

01

03

Infant, Toddler and Caregiver-Friend-
ly Neighbourhoods (ITCN) Capacity 
Building Programme
The programme aims at addressing the development needs 
of young children (0-6 years) and their caregivers through 
planning and development interventions at neighbourhood 
level on a city-wide scale to promote inclusive urban 
development. The trained city officials and young 
professionals under the programme are expected to promote 
ITCN. 

02

Inclusion
Spatial, Social and Economic

“What’s better than a bike ride with dad” by Harshil Pandey 
for ITCN Photography Competition
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Development of ‘A Guide for Inclu-
sive, Accessible, Safe and Resilient 
Urban Development’ UN-OICT
BASIIC, UNRCO and UNOICT developed this interactive 
guide as a ready reckoner for urban practitioners with a 
simplified checklist highlighting the basic minimum criteria 
for accessibility and inclusion to help embed the principles of 
Universal Design and Inclusive Planning to ensure gender-
sensitive and disability-inclusive urban development.

04

Recasting the City, Lives &  
Livelihoods, and Inequality in  
the post-COVID world (ReCLIC)
This project is a transnational and transdisciplinary 
collaborative seminar series which engaged policymakers, 
urban planners, epidemiologists, health care professionals, 
technologists, and social scientists to support government 
on urban responses to ‘rebuilding the city’ post-COVID-19 
and foster international cooperation and coordination. 

05 07
Capacity Building of Smart Cities on gen-
der and Disability Inclusion UNRCO
BASIIC and UN in India organised national and regional 
training workshops on 'Gender and Disability Inclusion 
in Indian cities' to engage city officials, practitioners, and 
other stakeholders to enhance their capacity and awareness 
of accessibility and inclusion of persons with disabilities 
and gender minorities   The workshops were organised in 
5 host cities of New Delhi, Pune, Chennai, Varanasi, and 
Bhubaneswar.
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BASIIC - Building Accessible, Safe 
and Inclusive Indian Cities Program - 
FCDO and UN Phase 2
This program works with cities to ensure universal access 
and strengthen institutional capacities to be sensitive to the 
needs of persons with disabilities and other marginalised 
groups. Since its inception in 2019, the programme has been 
actively supporting the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs to streamline global and national commitments to 
disability inclusion. 
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"The Jump of joy" by Ravichandra GS for ITCN Photography Exhibition 
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14

11

Mainstreaming Disability Inclusion in 
SDGs - UN Resident Coordinator’s 
Office (UNRCO)

Smart Solutions Challenge and Inclu-
sive Cities Awards UNRCO

National Mission Management Unit 
for DAY- NULM

The Building Accessible, Safe and Inclusive India Cities 
(BASIIC) programme of NIUA in collaboration with the UN 
system worked collaboratively to build onto the agenda of 
inclusion, particularly with respect to gender and disability in 
Indian cities. As such various initiatives were implemented to 
fulfil the mandates of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(RPWD) Act 2016 & the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and mainstreaming gender 
and disability inclusion in implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) & principles of ‘Leave No One 
Behind’. 

BASIIC and UN in India, recognising the importance of 
innovation and technology initiated the Smart Solutions 
Challenge and Inclusive Cities Awards 2022. The challenge 
sought to address city-level accessibility and inclusion 
challenges faced by persons with disabilities, women 
and girls, and the elderly by crowd-sourcing homegrown 
innovative solutions. It was open to three innovators from 
three stages- Early stage innovation; Market-ready solutions; 
and Implemented Solutions.

NIUA supports NULM Mission through Human Resources.

13

Urban Social Protection in Slums and 
Informal Settlements
The study explores the critical challenges affecting social 
protection programmes in urban informal settlements and 
puts forth policy recommendations. The recommendations 
are based on learnings from a comprehensive global review of 
social protection programmes. The study seeks to highlight 
the issues that policy practitioners may come across while 
designing, identifying target groups, and implementing 
social protection programmes in urban informal settlements.

Good Governance for Urban Inclusion 
Through Data and Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities (GUIDE) - 
UNESCO

Primary Health Care Services in Urban 
India: Assessment of the Governance, 
Institutional and Financing Challenges

A joint initiative by NIUA and UNESCO, GUIDE aims to 
strengthen participatory data systems related to the inclusion 
of persons with disabilities in Indian cities, particularly in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The pilot process tested 
to enhance the involvement of persons with disabilities in 
the collection, compilation, and analysis of reliable data on 
issues that affect them within cities.

It is an assessment study to understand the governance, 
institutional and financial challenges at ULB level  related 
to Primary Health Care facilities in light of National Urban 
Health Mission. The study focuses on the quality of the health 
care facilities and the gap in service delivery targeting the 
urban poor in the cities of Navi Mumbai, Ahmedabad and 
Mumbai, intending to help the policymakers, practitioners 
and academicians working in the field.

09
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It aims to develop equity profiles for Indian states on 
select thematic areas. It also aims to identify state-specific 
vulnerabilities with a focus on children, adolescents, and 
women.

Equity Profiles of India

08
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Introduction and Rationale 
For the last two years, COVID-19 has had a devastating 
impact on vulnerable groups within cities, especially young 
children1 and their caregivers and various inequalities 
and deprivations have been exposed as a result of 
disproportionate management mechanisms due to the 
sudden pandemic crisis within cities (World Bank, 2021). 

Young children (0-6 years) around the world are not 
getting healthcare, nutrition, play and love they need to 
thrive. Caregivers often face stress from income loss and 
social isolation. Locked down children are often missing 
outdoor play and interaction with others. Services from 
vaccinations to home visits have been interrupted during 
the COVID-19. The effects on young children and their 
development will last for years. 

Previous epidemic episodes apart from COVID-19 show 
that steps taken to control the outbreak, notably quarantine 
measures and school closures, especially when prolonged, 
can reduce children’s mental wellbeing.2 The Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

countries came out with a short-term policy3 focused 
on minimising the psychological and physical damage on 
young children. This was to provide guidance to national 
governments on actions for improving access of young 
children to necessary services which shape individual 
outcomes during childhood (specifically the formative 0-3 
years).

According to the survey4 of December 2021 by NIUA 
under the ITCN5 capacity building programme, pandemic-
induced restrictions have impacted the overall health and 
well-being of young children (0-6 years), as opined by 
97% of the 68 respondents. The restrictions on reduced 
outdoor activities and the resultant increase in screen 
time is associated with heightened sedentary behaviour 
amongst young children. This could have adverse physical 
and mental health outcomes such as loss of muscular 
and cardio-respiratory fitness, weight gain, psychosocial 
problems, poor academic achievements and ophthalmic 
issues (Observer Research Foundation, 2021). 

POLICY BRIEFEffects of 

COVID-19
on the Health and 

Well-Being of Young 
Children and their 

Caregivers
Key Issues and Recommendations 

1. Infant, Toddler and Young Children: Child Population in regard to Census of India is described as population of children in the age-group 
0-6 years.  They are further classified as Infants in the age group of 0-1 year, Toddlers 1-3 years and Young Children 3-6 years https://
www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/toddlers.html 

2. https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/combatting-covid-19-s-effect-on-children-2e1f3b2f/ A model that could be repli-
cated in Indian cities as well. 

3. https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=132_132643-m91j2scsyh&title=Combatting-COVID-19-s-effect-on-children
4. A questionnaire was floated to urban practitioners and general audience on their perception of ITC challenges faced during COVID. The 

analysis is based on a sample size of 68 respondents. 
5. Infant, Toddler and Caregiver-friendly Neighbourhood (ITCN) Capacity Building Programme. 

City Planning from 
the Lens of a 

Young Child and Caregiver

Policy Advisory 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Government of India

Certification Framework for Assessing 
Accessibility in Public Buildings

ABLE INDIA

May 2020

STATUS OF  
DISABILITY  
IN INDIA
A Review of Policy, Schemes  
and Facts on Disability
Feb 2020

Implemented By:  
National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA)
Supported By:  
Department for International Development (DFID)
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Team ICC at the World Urban Forum

Co-designing questionnaires with persons with disabilities

Events

Publications

Mapping of 'Needs and Wants' of persons with disabilities

Dignitaries at the National Conclave (from L-R: Mr Shantanu 
Mitra, Mr Hitesh Vaidya, Ms Lakshmi Puri and Mr Shombi 
Sharp)

Themes: Inclusion



NIUA explore innovative financial 
models and partnerships for 
transformative urban projects, 
securing the prosperity of our 
cities. NIUA is collaborating 
with consulting agencies on 
the Evaluation of Reports on 
Generating Revenue through 
Value Capture Financing Tools. 
This framework aims to effectively 
capture the additional land/
property value generated 
through the Smart Cities Mission 
and AMRUT Mission. UNICEF is 
working on the Municipal fiscal 
responsibility and budgetary 
management system, intending to 
create a comprehensive framework 
for a Gender and Age-Group 
Disaggregated Urban Children 
Database in India.

Serve as a repository of municipal 
budgets, accounts and annual 
reports, including studies on 
municipal finance and governance

Organise policy-level events on 
subjects relating to municipal 
finance and governance, engaging 
academics, practitioners, executive 
and elected members of ULBs

Provide demand-based technical 
assistance to states and ULBs on 
contemporary issues related to 
municipal finance and governance

WHAT WE DO

Municipal fiscal responsibility and 
budgetary management system 
(UNICEF)
The project aims to develop a broad framework of Gender 
and Age-Group Disaggregated Urban Children Database in 
India under select thematic areas including Demography, 
Survival, Health, and Nutrition; Education; Housing 
& Shelter Quality, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH); 
Environment and Disaster Management; Finance; Transport 
and Mobility and other urban issues.

01

Evaluation of Reports on Generating 
Revenue through Value Capture  
Financing Tools
NIUA is helping prepare selected reports by consulting 
agencies under the Technical Assistance for developing 
a Value Capture Finance (VCF) framework (including 
procedural, legal, and institutional aspects) to effectively 
capture the additional land/ property value being generated 
through Smart Cities Mission/AMRUT Mission.

02

Finance

"Mommy of the year" by Khushboo Jain for ITCN Photography Exhibition
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Publications

'Happy Diwali' by Khushboo Jain for ITCN Photography Competition

Themes: Finance

NIUA-Praja Foundation Collaboration 
on Municipal Finance
The collaboration between NIUA and PRAJA foundation 
aims to carry out research on Municipal Finance and create 
a comprehensive national level database of indicators 
pertaining to Fiscal Empowerment of City Governments.

03



The NIUA’s Youth Vertical focuses 
on empowering and recognising 
the power of youth to contribute 
positively to society. We aim to nurture 
their potential as drivers of sustainable 
urban growth by enhancing their 
leadership skills, promote citizen 
participation in e-governance, and 
encourage creative competitions for 
a sustainable future. Additionally, we 
engage them through workshops and 
dialogues for innovative solutions 
in projects like India Smart Cities 
Fellowship Program (Phase-II), SAAR, 
NUDM Fellowship Program, National 
Youth Conclave 2023.

Raise awareness, recognise the efforts 
of youth, and empower them to make 
positive contributions towards a 
resilient, inclusive, and just society

Focus on enhancing leadership skills, 
understanding budgeting process 
in ULB’s, citizen participation in 
e-governance

Capacitate the education system, 
its pedagogy, and the respective 
curriculum structures

WHAT WE DO

India Smart Cities Fellowship Program 
(Phase-II)
This Program was initiated to promote youth leadership and 
usher vibrancy in the design of India’s urban future. Over 
120 fellows were trained in this fellowship to develop and 
employ digital solutions as responses to urban issues within 
governmental institutional frameworks. The Fellowship has 
cumulatively developed 35 projects to impact the sectors 
of spatial planning, citizen engagement, tourism, local 
economies, mobility, and other urban issues.

01

Smart Cities and Academia towards 
Action and Research (SAAR)
A compilation of 75+ Case Studies of Innovative Smart Cities 
Mission Projects by various 15 premier Institutions. The three 
main themes were urban management, climate change and resilient 
cities, and urban infrastructure. SAAR provided opportunities 
to students from these institutions to learn on the ground and 
enabled real-time information flow between urban practitioners 
and academia.
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Youth

"Public Open Spaces" by Nishant Kumura for CIITIS 
photography exhibition
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Waste and 
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The graduates of the Fellowship program get the chance to 
assist on implementation of missions on e-governance, the 
opportunity to work closely with urban experts, and gain 
in-depth knowledge of the application of policy, technology 
and urban program management.

National Youth Festival with Praja 
Foundation

National Urban Digital Mission 
Fellowship Program

This festival was conceptualised as a platform for Indian 
youth to get an immersive experience of city governance. 
Youngsters were encouraged to form and function as 
the ‘Model City Government’ and understand how city 
governance functions. The objective was to mobilise young 
minds and help them to understand the importance of the 
functioning of urban local bodies.

06

05

Youth Action for City Transformation 
Externship Programme 
(YACTEP) 2023

Climate Practitioners India Network 
(CPIN)

This is an initiative of NIUA and ICLEI with the aim to train 
fresh postgraduates to be responsive to work environments, 
comprehend ethical practices related to professional 
development, and gain hands-on training and mentoring in 
the urban development practice. 

A solutions-oriented citizen engagement platform for 
practitioners across India to undertake collective actions to 
mitigate and adapt to the effects of Climate Change.

03

04

'Social and organisational innovation in low-income settlements' by L Mohan Rao for  CIITIS photography exhibition

NIUA-TISS Collaboration on Degree/
Diploma Programme on Cities and 
Governance
NIUA and TISS signed an MoU to offer to two academic 
programmes. 
• Post Graduate Degree programme in Cities and 

Governance (A Full-Time Two-Year Degree 
Programme) 

• Post Graduate Diploma programme in Cities and 
Governance (One Year- full time; two years part-time) 

Both the institutes are jointly developing research 
programmes, conducting research projects in the urban 
sector and organising capacity building programmes.

07
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75+ Case Studies of Innovative 
Projects of Smart Cities Mission

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Government of India

Smart cities and Academia 
towards Action and Research

Part A

Urban Management

IIT
Kharagpur

IIT
Roorkee

CET
Trivandrum

MANIT
Bhopal

ANNA University KRVIA  
Mumbai

MANIPAL University

SPA  
Vijayawada

JMI  
Delhi

IIEST  
Shibpur

CEPT University  
Ahmedabad

RVCA   
Bangalore

MNIT
Jaipur

COEP
Pune

SPA
Bhopal

75+ Case Studies of Innovative 
Projects of Smart Cities Mission

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Government of India

Smart cities and Academia 
towards Action and Research

IIT
Kharagpur

IIT
Roorkee

CET
Trivandrum

MANIT
Bhopal

ANNA University KRVIA  
Mumbai

MANIPAL University

SPA  
Vijayawada

JMI  
Delhi

IIEST  
Shibpur

CEPT University  
Ahmedabad

RVCA   
Bangalore

MNIT
Jaipur

COEP
Pune

SPA
Bhopal

Part B

Climate Change and Resilient Cities

75+ Case Studies of Innovative 
Projects of Smart Cities Mission

IIT
Kharagpur

IIT
Roorkee

CET
Trivandrum

MANIT
Bhopal

ANNA University KRVIA  
Mumbai

MANIPAL University

SPA  
Vijayawada

JMI  
Delhi

IIEST  
Shibpur

CEPT University  
Ahmedabad

RVCA  
Bangalore

MNIT
Jaipur

COEP
Pune

SPA
Bhopal

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Government of India

Smart cities and Academia 
towards Action and Research

Part C

Urban Infrastructure

COMPENDIUM 
OF PROJECTS

India Smart Cities Fellowship Program 2021

Youth Youth 
Engagement Engagement 
PracticesPractices

A Collection of 

in India and Latin America
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'Sustainable Mobility' by K R Deepak for CITIIS  Photography Exhibition

Themes: Youth
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Aim
It is aimed to increase the city’s awareness of climate 
issues and prioritize interventions for a sustainable and 
low-carbon future with community support. With this 
background information, cities can adopt this gaming 
approach for identifying actions aligned to the Cli-
mateSmart Cities Assessment Framework (CSCAF) 
and prioritise actions for implementation. 

How to play
This game is best suited for cities that have a good 
understanding of their climate risks. This includes 
conducting Hazard, Vulnerability, Risk Assessment 
(HVRA) and identifying the sources of Green House 
Gas (GHG) emissions. With this background infor-
mation, cities can adopt this gaming approach for 
identifying actions aligned to the ClimateSmart Cities 
Assessment Framework and prioritise actions for im-
plementation.

The C-CUBE 
team at NIUA 

has devised 
a CLAP NOW 

interactive 
game for 

city officials 
from various 
departments 

and other 
stakeholders 

to INTERACT, 
COLLABORATE 
and TOGETHER 

develop 
a holistic 
CLIMATE 

ACTION PLAN 
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Innovative Ways of Knowledge 
Creation
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SCBP Board Game

Aim
NIUA has pioneered gamification meth-
ods to address urban sanitation challenges 
in India through capacity development of 
stakeholders. SCBP has incubated innova-
tive pedagogical tools such as ‘Board based 
Games' and ‘Mobile Application Game’ on 
transforming urban sanitation situations. 
It has completed the physical board game 
development, with its partner Office of De-
sign and Development. The board games 
have been developed keeping in mind dif-
ferent scenarios.

How to play
The ‘Mal Mukt Nagar’ mobile app game 
is based on the Integrated Wastewater 
and Septage Management (IWSM) plan-
ning module by SCBP at the city level. It 
underwent a thorough development pro-
cess: creating a map of a hypothetical city 

resembling small Indian cities with under 
100,000 population, identifying city-spe-
cific sanitation challenges, converting 
them into decision-based simulations for 
the app game, and ensuring technical ac-
curacy and broad appeal. You can down-
load the game from the Google Play Store.

The board game consists of 3 scenarios, 
each with different aspects to address. The 
first scenario focuses on a Coastal City 
with 6 typologies, the second scenario 
covers a Hilly City with 5 typologies, and 
the third scenario involves an FSTP (Fac-
ultative Sewage Treatment Plant) to help 
participants understand treatment plant 
components and design.

Each game scenario includes a manual de-
scribing its components and typologies, 
providing instructions for proper game-
play. Additionally, there is a poster accom-
panying each scenario that offers a detailed 
explanation of all components for partici-
pants to grasp the scenarios.

Ogysical model for Sani-City board game

Game interface for Sani-City game application

Innovative Ways of Knowledge Creation
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National Institute of Urban AffairsNational Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA)NIUA TVniua_india @NIUA_India 

GENDER AGE

Women  

35.70%
Men  

64.30%

18-24

MEN

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

23% 35%

15%

4%

4%

1%

2%

8%

6%

2%

5%

3%

WOMEN

GROWTH OF 
FOLLOWERS 1,400766

MARCH 2022 MARCH 2023

7,387 5,661
MARCH 2022 MARCH 2023MARCH 2022 MARCH 2023

29,21815,432

4,069 3,269
MARCH 2022 MARCH 2023

1,441 
MARCH 2023 *Opened in June 2022

40,000+  
Online Followers

across social 
media platforms

's
Outreach
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Master Plan of  
Delhi 2041

National Mission for  
Sustainable Habitat

Re
fo

rm
s i

n 
Ur

ba
n 

 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 a

nd
 C

ap
ac

iti
es

Ur
ba

n 
Ri

ve
r  

Ma
na

ge
m

en
t P

la
n

Ci
ty

 In
ve

st
m

en
ts

 to
 In

no
va

te
,  

In
te

gr
at

e 
an

d 
Su

st
ai

n

Building Accessible, Safe and  
Inclusive Indian Cities

Na
tio

na
l U

rb
an

 
Le

ar
ni

ng
 P

la
tfo

rm

Ri
ve

r C
iti

es
 A

lli
an

ce

Na
tu

re
-b

as
ed

 S
ol

ut
ion

s f
or

um

Hi
lly

 C
iti

es
 F

or
um

Capacity Grid of  
Training Institutions

Knowledge sharing 
and Peer learning

Mainstream
ing  

Clim
ate Action Plans

Cli
mate

 Sm
ar

t C
itie

s  

As
se

ss
men

t F
ra

mew
or

k  

(CS
CA

F)

Data Analysis and  

Management Unit

Data Strategic 
Unit

धारा से दिरया               दिरया से सागरधारा से दिरया               दिरया से सागर

IGNITING THE URBAN ECOSYSTEMIGNITING THE URBAN ECOSYSTEM
circa 2019 circa 2023
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Mind the Gap. 
Leave No One and 
Place Behind: 
World Habitat Day 
2022 Celebrated, 
New Delhi

‘Through My Eyes’ 
Awareness Campaign 
Launched under ITCN 
Capacity Building 
Programme 
(to build an ideal neighbourhood for young 
children)

Launch of largest-ever 
Citizen Perception Survey in 
India 2022 under Urban 
Outcome Framework Project
(to develop a transparent and comprehensive database 
based on cross-city outcomes across various sectors)

Haora Riverfront 
Development 
project in 
Agartala, a CITIIS 
Project, 
inaugurated 
byTripura CM 

Promoting Gender 
Sensitive Mobility 
under BASIIC project
(Aimed at encouraging students in 
identifying solutions for gender-sensitive 
mobility and document films based on 
inclusive mobility)

#IndiaClimate
Dialogue - a Webinar 

series launched 

First City 
Biodiversity 
Index of Surat 
Launched

Young People’s 
Access to 
Livelihoods 
discussed at 
International 
Conference on 
Youth, Edinburgh

Dubrayapet 
Housing 
Project Under 
CITIIS 
inaugurated by 
Puducherry CM 

Driving Holistic Action for Urban 
Rivers (DHARA) organised. 

PM Congratulates NIUA
(the first annual meeting of the River Cities Alliance (RCA) 

members with participation of 100+ river cities)

Building Plan 
Approval Expert 
Group Formed 
(for Preparing of Building Plan 
Approval Knowledge Standards - 
Guidelines and Specifications for 
Digital Urban Governance)

First cohort of 
NUDM Fellowship 
Program 

Wild Valley Biodiversity 
Park,Surat launched by 
Honourable PM of India 
(part of CITIIS project)

UrbanShift Country 
Project:  
Project cooperation 
Agreement
(With UNEP)

NIUA at COP 27, 
Sharm El Sheikh
to highlight the importance of cities 
in addressing climate change

City Climate Alliance 
Launched

(Over 80 City Climate Alliance partners working 
in the climate action space congregated for 

the first Alliance@U20 meeting)

CapaCITIES 
Project Improving 
Urban Green 
Cover, Vadodara
(to provided technical and 
financial support to plant around 
3,000 tree saplings)

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2022

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2023

SHLC Research 
Findings on Urban 
Inequalities 
(Presented at ARC Workshop, 
University Of Glasgow)

Measuring Sustainable 
Development across 
Levels in India' 
(paper presented at the sixth Dortmund 
Conference on Spatial and Planning Research)

NIUA Presents India's 
Narrative on Inclusion & 
Sustainable Urban 
Development at 10th Asia 
Pacific Forum on 
Sustainable Development 
2023

'Circular Resources for 
our Common Future: 
Cities as Drivers' 
conference
(To discuss global policy , develop new 
practical insights, and foster relationships)

NIUA Organised India's 
Biggest Youth Festival - 
National Youth 
Conclave, New Delhi
(Appreciation Received from PM)

National Conference on Climate Finance 
for Cities by CITIIS program

First Urban Climate Film Festival, New Delhi 
under CITIIS Program
(to create wider awareness of the impact of climate change on life in cities.The topics 
covered; water conservation, clean energy, sustainable architecture and biodiversity )

THE अRBAN LEARNATHON 2023 - biggest 
learning challenge launched by NULP
(To collect, share, and consume the urban solutions and innovations created by city 
champions)

NIUA Highlights Implications of Climate 
Change on Sanitation at UN Water Conference
(Showcased SCBP work on Resilient and Inclusive Sanitation in one of the Himalayan 
states i.e. Uttarakhand)

MARCH - 2023

Networking Event 
Climate

Smart Cities: Smart 
Urbanisation event (Surat)

Creating Next Generation of 
Climate Leaders: LCCM
(Building 5000 climate leaders in five years)

Capacity Building
Climate

NIUA at the 11th 
World Urban Forum, 
Katowice, Poland

Building Inclusive Digital 
Infrastructure for Resilient 
and Sustainable Cities
(Including persons with disabilities through 
accessible ICTs and assistive technologies)

National Youth 
Festival Celebrating 
City Governance, 
New Delhi

Forum for Inclusive 
and Resilient 
Sanitation in Hill 
Cities, Leh Ladakh

NUDM Citizen 
Perception Survey

NULP launches 
Nation-wide User 
Needs Assessment

APRIL - MAY 2022

Heritage Rejuvenation 
in Ujjain- Inaugrated by 
Honourable PM of India

(It is a part of the 'Mahakal Rudrasagar 
Integrated Development Approach – Phase II' 

project, funded by the CITIIS program.)

Smart Solution Challenge and 
Inclusive Cities Awards 2022
(Selected top 10 technology-based innovations from over 100 
entries were awarded)

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2022

Capacity Building

National Conclave on 
Gender & Disability 
Inclusion in Indian Cities

Inclusion

‘Green Corridor’ Pilot Phase 
Inaugurated in Hubballi

Climate Data 
observatory 
(CDoT) 2.0 
Launched
(a data ecosystem for 
supporting 
informed decision-making in 
addressing climate 
challenges in 
cities)

Model & Smart Corporation 
Schools', Chennai

Formation of Septage Management 
Cell in 92 ULBs of Uttarakhand

Co-treatment of Faecal Sludge 
and Septage with Sewage at 
STPs: State Advisory Note 
Released, Uttarakhand

Urban Platform for deliverY of 
Online Governance (UPYOG) 
and NUDM Standards 

JUNE - JULY 2022

Timeline
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Andhra Pradesh 07

Bihar 14

Goa  01

Gujarat 06

Himachal  Pradesh 01

Jharkhand 12

Karnataka  04

Kerala 02

Madhya Pradesh 03

Maharashtra 07

Odisha 01

Punjab 01

Rajasthan 04

Tamil  Nadu 05

Telengana 02

Uttarakhand 13

Uttar Pradesh 23

West Bengal 31

North-Eastern States 07

Union terr i tor ies 04

States/UTs

Presence in
States/Cities

's

'Waterlogged Street due to heavy rain as Mumbai Monorail is seen going from above near Wadala 
Monorail Station in Mumbai' by Prateek Chorge,  Special mention in National Photography Competition 
by C cube



A
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H

R
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R
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H

Vishakhapatnam

Rajamahendravaram
VijayawadaAmaravati

Guntur

Kurnool

Nellore

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Amaravati

City Investments 
To Innovate, 
Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

Guntur Resources and 
Waste

Sustainable 
Cities Integrated 
Approach Pilot 
in India (SCIAP)

Kurnool River Cities 
Alliance

Nellore River Cities 
Alliance

Rajamahend- 
ravaram

River Cities 
Alliance

Vijayawada

Resources and 
Waste

Sustainable 
Cities Integrated 
Approach Pilot 
in India (SCIAP)

River Cities 
Alliance

Visakhapatnam

River Cities 
Alliance

City Investments 
To Innovate, 
Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Ara

River Cities Alliance

Begusarai

Bettiah

Bhagalpur

Bihar Sharif

Chapra

Darbhanga

Gaya

Jamalpur

Katihar

Munger

Muzaffarpur

Patna 

Purnia

 

Bettiah

Muzaffarpur Darbhanga

Ara Patna

BiharSharif

Jamalpur Munger
Bhagalpur

Katihar

Purnia

Gaya

B
IH

A
R

3,593
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

33.5
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

84.6
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

5,058
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

11.3
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

104.1
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

2
Training programmes organized

1008
State officials trained

1
Training programmes organized

100+
State officials trained

1,186
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

62.2
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.4
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Ahmedabad

Capacity Building 
Project on Low 
Carbon and Climate 
Resilient City 
Development in 
India (CapaCITIES 
2.0)

Jamnagar Climate Centre for 
Cities (GCOM)

Junagarh Climate Centre for 
Cities (GCOM)

Pan Gujarat River Cities Alliance

Rajkot

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Surat

UrbanShift Country 
Project: Livable 
Cities in India

River Cities Alliance

City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate 
& Sustain (CITIIS)

Vadodara River Cities Alliance

C I T Y P R O J E C T

Panjim Climate Centre for 
Cities (URBAN-ACT)

Pan Goa
National Urban 
Digital Mission 
(NUDM)

C I T Y P R O J E C T

Pan 
Chhattisgarh

National Urban 
Digital Mission 
(NUDM)

G
O

A
C

H
H

A
T

T
IS

G
A

R
H

Panjim

Jamnagar
Rajkot

Junagarh

Ahmedabad

Vadodara

Surat

G
U

JA
R

A
T

1,186
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

62.2
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.4
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

1,826
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

23.2
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

25.5
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

3,477
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

42.6
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

60.4
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

4
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

1
Training programmes organized

17+
State officials trained

S
ta

te
s/

C
it

ie
s

NIUA's Presence in States and Cities

UPYOG Platform is being used



Shimla

H
IM

A
C

H
A

L 
P

R
A

D
E

S
H

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Pan HP
Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

Shimla Climate Centre for 
Cities (URBAN-ACT)

JH
A

R
K

H
A

N
D

Sahibganj
Rajmahal

Deoghar

Giridih

Dhanbad
Chas

Ranchi

Medininagar

Jamshedpur
Mango Jugsalai

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Adityapur River Cities 
Alliance

Dhanbad

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Deoghar

River Cities 
Alliance

Chas

Dhanbad

Giridih

Jamshedpur

Jugsalai

Mango

Medininagar

Pan Jharkhand

Rajmahal

Ranchi

Sahibganj

2,542
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

10
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

6.9
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

3,273
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

24.1
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

32.9
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

38
State officials trained

37
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

3
Training programmes organized

265
State officials trained

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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Hubballi-Dharwad

Mangaluru

Mysuru

Bengaluru

K
A

R
N

A
TA

K
A

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Bengaluru

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Hubballi-
Dharwad

City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

Mangaluru

River Cities Alliance

Sustainable Urban 
Development – Smart 
Cities II (SUDSC-II)

Mysuru Resources and 
Waste

Sustainable Cities 
Integrated Approach 
Pilot in India (SCIAP)

Pan 
Karnataka

National Urban 
Digital Mission 
(NUDM)

K
E

R
A

LA

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Kochi

City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

Morgenstadt 
Global Smart Cities 
Initiative: Global 
Approach – Local 
Solutions

Sustainable Urban 
Development – 
Smart Cities II 
(SUDSC-II)

Trivandrum River Cities Alliance

Kochi

Trivandrum

54
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

10
Training programmes organized

508
State officials trained

3,928
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

38.7
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

61.1
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

2,097
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

47.7
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

33.4
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

2
Training programmes organized

126
State officials trained

UPYOG Platform is being used

S
ta

te
s/

C
it

ie
s



M
A

D
H

YA
 P

R
A

D
E

S
H

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Bhopal Resources and 
Waste

Sustainable Cities 
Integrated Approach 
Pilot in India (SCIAP)

Gwalior

River Cities Alliance

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Ujjain

River Cities Alliance

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

M
A

H
A

R
A

S
H

T
R

A

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Aurangabad

Centre for River 
Sensitive Cities 
(NMCG - Ph II) - 
Preparation of Urban 
River Management 
Plan

River Cities Alliance

Mumbai Shaping Youth 
Futures

Nashik River Cities Alliance

Nanded River Cities Alliance

Pimpri 
Chinchwad River Cities Alliance

Pune

Capacity Building 
of Smart City 
Officials on Disability 
Inclusion

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

UrbanShift Country 
Project: Livable Cities 
in India

Climate Centre for 
Cities (GCOM)

Thane

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Gwalior

Ujjain Bhopal

 

Nashik
Aurangabad

Nanded

Pimpri Chinchwad

MumbaiThane

Pune

2,591
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

27.6
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

72.6
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

82
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

10
Training programmes organized

516
State officials trained

5,588
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

45.2
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

112.4
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

65
Training programmes organized

1978
State officials trained

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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O
D

IS
H

A

C I T Y P R O J E C T

Bhubaneshwar

Climate Smart 
Cities (GIZ)

River Cities Alliance

City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate 
& Sustain (CITIIS)

Sustainable Urban 
Development – 
Smart Cities II 
(SUDSC-II)

Bhubaneshwar

P
U

N
JA

B

C I T Y P R O J E C T

Amritsar
City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

Pan Punjab
National Urban 
Digital Mission 
(NUDM)

Amritsar

2,090
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

16.7
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

41.9
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

4,136
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

37
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

28
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

20
Training programmes organized

1610
State officials trained

1
Training programmes organized

32
State officials trained S

ta
te

s/
C

it
ie

s

NIUA's Presence in States and Cities



C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Jaipur

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Resources and 
Waste

Sustainable 
Cities Integrated 
Approach Pilot in 
India (SCIAP)

Jhalawar River Cities Alliance

Jodhpur River Cities Alliance

Udaipur River Cities Alliance

Pan 
Rajasthan

National Urban 
Digital Mission 
(NUDM)

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Chennai

River Cities Alliance 

Capacity Building of 
Smart City Officials on 
Disability Inclusion

City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

Shallow aquifer 
management in selected 
AMRUT Cities

Coimbatore

Sustainable Urban 
Development – Smart 
Cities II (SUDSC-II)

Climate Centre for Cities 
(URBAN-ACT)

Climate Smart Cities 
(GIZ)

Madurai

Sustainable, Healthy 
and Learning Cities and 
Neighbourhood (SHLC)

Climate Centre for Cities 
(WORLD BANK)

Tirunelveli

Climate Centre for Cities 
(WORLD BANK)

Capacity Building Project 
on Low Carbon and 
Climate Resilient City 
Development in India 
(CapaCITIES 2.0)

Tiruchirappalli

R
A

JA
S

T
H

A
N

TA
M

IL
 N

A
D

U

Jodhpur

Jaipur

Udaipur Jhalawar

Chennai

Tiruchirappalli
Coimbatore

Madurai

Tirunelveli

23
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

2
Training programmes organized

73
State officials trained

72
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

1
Training programmes organized

91
State officials trained

2,591
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

27.6
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

72.6
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

2,561
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

48.4
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

72.1
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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C I T Y P R O J E C T

Hyderabad

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

River Cities Alliance 

Manikonda
Sustainable Urban 
Development – Smart 
Cities II (SUDSC-II)

T
E

LA
N

G
A

N
A

Manikonda
Hyderabad

NA
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

39
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

35
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

16
Training programmes organized



C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Dehradun 
River Cities Alliance

City Investments To Innovate, 
Integrate & Sustain (CITIIS)

Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity Building 
Platform (SCBP)

Devprayag
Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity Building 
Platform (SCBP)

Haldwani
River Cities Alliance

Haridwar River Cities Alliance

Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity Building 
Platform (SCBP)

Kashipur
River Cities Alliance

Nainital
River Cities Alliance

Pan Uttarakhand
Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity Building 
Platform (SCBP)

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

Ramnagar
Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity Building 
Platform (SCBP)

Rishikesh River Cities Alliance 

Rudrapur
Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity Building 
Platform (SCBP)

Selaqui River Cities Alliance 

Srinagar River Cities Alliance

Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity
Building Platform

Uttarkashi River Cities Alliance

Sanitation Capacity 
Building Platform

Sanitation Capacity  
Building Platform

Vikasnagar River Cities Alliance

Uttarkashi

Vikasnagar
Selaqui

Dehradun

Rishikesh
Srinagar

Devprayag

Haridwar

Ramnagar

Kashipur
Nainital

Haldwani

Rudrapur

U
T

TA
R

A
K

H
A

N
D

4
Training programmes organized

287+
State officials trained

3,381
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

30.2
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

10.1
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Bijnor River Cities Alliance

Etawah River Cities Alliance

 Farrukhabad River Cities Alliance

Ghaziabad River Cities Alliance

Gorakhpur River Cities Alliance

Jhansi River Cities Alliance 

Jaunpur River Cities Alliance

Kanpur 

River Cities Alliance

URVERS (NMCG - Ph I) 
Preparation of Urban  
River Management Plan

Kannauj River Cities Alliance

Lucknow River Cities Alliance

Mathura-
Vrindavan River Cities Alliance

Mirzapur River Cities Alliance

Moradabad

River Cities Alliance

Urban River 
Management Plans - 
WWF

Muzaffarnagar River Cities Alliance

Prayagraj River Cities Alliance

Shahjahanpur River Cities Alliance

Saharanpur River Cities Alliance

Muzaffarnagar River Cities Alliance

Varanasi 

River Cities Alliance

BAS   C
Building Accessible, Safe & Inclusive Indian Cities

Building Accessible, 
Safe, and Inclusive 
Indian Cities (BASIIC)

Capacity Building of 
Smart City Officials on 
Disability Inclusion

BAS   C
Building Accessible, Safe & Inclusive Indian Cities

Good Governance for 
Urban Inclusion Through 
Data and Empowerment 
of Persons with 
Disabilities (GUIDE)

Pan Uttar 
Pradesh

National Urban Digital 
Mission (NUDM)

 

U
T

TA
R

 P
R

A
D

E
S

H

Mirzapur
Varanasi

Sahanranpur

Muzaffarnagar Bijnor

Ghaziabad Morababad

Aligarh

Bareilly

Shahjahanpur
Mathura-Vrindavan

Agra

Etawah

Farrukhabad
Kannauj

Lucknow

Kanpur
Ayodhya Gorakhpur

Jhansi Prayagraj
Jaunpur

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Agra

River Cities Alliance

UrbanShift Country 
Project: Livable Cities 
in India

Climate Centre for Cities 
(WORLD BANK)

Aligarh Climate Centre for Cities 
(WORLD BANK)

 Ayodhya River Cities Alliance

Bareilly

River Cities Alliance

Urban River 
Management Plans - 
WWF

Climate Centre for Cities 
(WORLD BANK)

5,884
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

22.3
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

199.8
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

138
Cities on-boarded on NULP 
platform

2
Training programmes organized

303+
State officials trained

S
ta

te
s/

C
it

ie
s

NIUA's Presence in States and Cities



W
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 B
E

N
G

A
L

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Asansol River Cities Alliance 

Bally River Cities Alliance 

Balurghat River Cities Alliance 

Baranagar River Cities Alliance 

Barddhaman River Cities Alliance 

Basirhat River Cities Alliance 

Berhampore River Cities Alliance 

Bhatpara River Cities Alliance 

 

Siliguri

Jalpaiguri Coochbehar

Balurghat

Jangipur

Berhampore

Asansol
Durgapur Nabadwip

Barddhaman KalyaniBongaon

BasirhatBallyHowrah
MidnaporeKolkata Dum Dum

Haldia

C I T Y P R O J E C T S

Bidhannagar River Cities Alliance 

Bongaon River Cities Alliance 

Chandannagar River Cities Alliance 

Coochbehar River Cities Alliance 

Dum Dum River Cities Alliance 

Durgapur River Cities Alliance 

Haldia River Cities Alliance 

Hoogly Chin-
churah River Cities Alliance 

Howrah River Cities Alliance 

Jalpaiguri River Cities Alliance 

Jangipur River Cities Alliance 

Kalyani River Cities Alliance 

Kamarhati River Cities Alliance 

Kanchrapara River Cities Alliance 

Kolkata

Shallow aquifer 
management in 
selected AMRUT 
Cities

Madhyam-
gram River Cities Alliance 

Maheshtala River Cities Alliance 

Midnapore River Cities Alliance 

Nabadwip River Cities Alliance 

Naihati River Cities Alliance 

Pan West 
Bengal River Cities Alliance 

Panihati River Cities Alliance 

Siliguri River Cities Alliance 

Uttarpara 
Kotrung River Cities Alliance 

1
Training programmes organized

4
State officials trained

5,676
Urban Population 
density (persons/

sq. km)

31.9
Level of 

Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

91.3
Total  

Population 2011 
(in million)

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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Arunachal Pradesh

Assam

Sikkim

Tripura

Meghalaya

Nagaland

Manipur

Mizoram

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

SIKKIM

ASSAM

TRIPURA

ARUNACHAL 
PRADESH

N
O

R
T

H
-E

A
S

T
E

R
N

 S
TA

T
E

S

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

MIZORAM

NAGALAND

P R O J E C T

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

National Urban Digital 
Mission (NUDM)

MANIPUR

3,491
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

14.1
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

31.2
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

974
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

52.1
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.1
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

NA
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

22.9
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.4
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

2,345
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

28.9
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.9
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

4,015
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

25.2
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

0.6
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

4,647
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

29.2
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

2.7
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

2,453
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

26.2
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

3.7
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

C I T Y P R O J E C T

Agartala
City Investments To 
Innovate, Integrate & 
Sustain (CITIIS)

229
State officials trained

2
Training programmes 
organized

S
ta

te
s/

C
it

ie
s

NIUA's Presence in States and Cities



9371
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

97.2
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.1
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

U
N

IO
N

 T
E

R
R

IT
O

R
IE

S
Delhi

Puducherry

P R O J E C T

Climate Centre for Cities 
(GCOM)

Manifestation of Clean and Sustainable Hill States
PARVAT-MANTHAN

Hill Cities Forum

P R O J E C T

UrbanShift Country Project: 
Livable Cities in India

City Investments To Innovate, 
Integrate & Sustain (CITIIS)

LEH LADAKH

PUDUCHERRY

P R O J E C T

Sustainable, Healthy and Learning 
Cities and Neighbourhood (SHLC)

Capacity Building Project on Low 
Carbon and Climate Resilient 
City Development in India 
(CapaCITIES 2.0)

Climate Smart Cities (GIZ)

Master Plan for Delhi 2041 as an 
Enabling Strategic Plan

National Urban Digital Mission 
(NUDM)

P R O J E C T

River Cities Alliance

P R O J E C T

National Urban Digital 
Mission (NUDM)

DELHI

JAMMU AND 
KASHMIR

CHANDIGARH

14,153
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

97.5
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

16.8
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

2,756
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

27.5
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

12.3
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

NA
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

22.6
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

0.3
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

5,517
Urban Population density 
(persons/sq. km)

68.3
Level of Urbanisation 
2011* (%)

1.2
Total Population 
2011 (in million)

Leh LadakhJammu and 
Kashmir

Chandigarh

1,028
State officials trained

33
Training programmes 
organized

NIUA signed MoU with States/UTs under NUDM 
for digitalisation of urban service delivery 
through shared digital infrastructure

MoU signing 
in progress

Development 
to start

Development 
started

Implementation 
started
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• CapaCITIES

• CITIIS Phase 1

• SHLC - Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning 
Cities and 
Neighbourhood

• Equity Profiles of 
India

• India Smart Cities 
Fellowship Program 
(ISCF) (Phase-II)

• SHLC - Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning 
Cities and 
Neighbourhood

• Development of 
Holistic Urban Child 
Data Framework- 
UNICEF

• Equity Profiles of 
India, India Smart 
Cities Fellowship 
Program (ISCF) 
(Phase-II)

• Infant,Toddler and 
Caregiver-Friendly 
Neighbourhoods

• Development of 
Holistic Urban Child 
Data Framework

•  SHLC- Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning Cities 
and Neighborhoods

• SCBP - Sanitation 
Capacity Building 
Platform Phase 2 on 
Sanitation & Inclusion

• Development of 
Holistic Urban Child 
Data Framework- 
UNICEF

• Recasting the City, 
Lives & Livelihoods, 
and Inequality in the 
post-COVID world 
(ReCLIC)

• SHLC - Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning 
Cities and 
Neighbourhood, 
Equity Profiles of 
India

• "SCBP - Sanitation 
Capacity Building 
Platform Phase 2 on 
Sanitation & Inclusion

• Building low carbon and 
climate resilient cities 
in India

• BASIIC - Building 
Accessible, Safe and 
Inclusive Indian Cities 
Program - FCDO and 
UN 
Phase 2 (2021-23)

• SHLC - Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning Cities 
and Neighbourhood

• NIUA-BBSR 
Collaboration on 
Research on SDGs

• National Mission 
Management Unit for 
DAY-NULM

•  Equity Profiles of India

• Recasting the City, Lives 
& Livelihoods, and 
Inequality in the post-
COVID world (ReCLIC)

• CapaCITIES

• SHLC - Sustainable, 
Healthy

• Learning Cities and 
Neighbourhood, 
Shaping Youth 
Futures Programme

• NIUA-BBSR 
Collaboration on 
Research on SDGs

• India Smart Cities 
Fellowship Program 
(ISCF) (Phase-II)

• CapaCITIES

• IUO - Public 
Bicycle Sharing 
study with CEPT 
University

• DAM Unit - 
Data Analysis & 
Management Unit 
to implement 
DataSmart Cities 
Strategy in 100 
Smart Cities

• SCBP - Sanitation 
Capacity Building 
Platform Phase 2 on 
Sanitation & Inclusion

•  Good Governance 
for Urban Inclusion 
Through Data and 
Empowerment 
of Persons with 
Disabilities (GUIDE) - 
UNESCO

• BASIIC - Building 
Accessible, Safe and 
Inclusive Indian Cities 
Program - FCDO and 
UN

• Good Governance 
for Urban Inclusion 
Through Data and 
Empowerment 
of Persons with 
Disabilities (GUIDE) - 
UNESCO

• Shaping Youth 
Futures Programme 
Phase 2 (2021-23)

• Climate Smart Cities 
(GIZ)

• CapaCITIES, SCIAP 
- Sustainable Cities 
Integrated Approach 
Pilot in India

• SCBP - Sanitation 
Capacity Building 
Platform Phase 2 on 
Sanitation & Inclusion

• Centre for River Sensitive 
Cities to propel the 
agenda for river-sensitive 
urban development in 
India (Client – NMCG)

• Urban River 
Management Plans for 
Bareilly and Moradabad 
(Client – WWF India)

• Shallow Aquifer 
Management in Selected 
AMRUT Cities (Client – 
MoHUA, GoI)

• PARIWAR - Participatory 
& Inclusive Water 
Sensitive Urban Design 
for Sustainability & 
Resilience (Client – WRI)

• Integrated Urban 
Water Management 
Plan for Varanasi and 
Udaipur (Client – Danish 
Embassy) (Completed), 

• Proliferating Ecosystem-
based Adaptation 
Practices in Indian Cities 
(EPIC) – EbA solutions 
to mitigate flooding and 
reduce water scarcity 
in Bhubaneshwar City 
(Global EbA Fund)

• Scaling up best practices 
for Urban Waterbody 
Management (UNESCO, 
India)

• Water Security 
Assessment of Indian 
Cities (Asian Institute of 
Technology, Thailand) 
(Completed)

• Equity Profiles of India

•  India Smart Cities 
Fellowship Program 
(ISCF) (Phase-II), Hill 
Forum

Reduced 
Inequalities

Industry, 
Innovation & 
Infrastructure

Decent Work 
& Economic 

Growth

Affordable 
& Clean 
Energy

Good 
Health & 

Well-being

Clean Water & 
Sanitation

Gender 
Equality

Quality 
Education

Zero 
Hunger

No 
Poverty

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

• Mainstreaming 
Gatishakti mission 
with master plans

•  Municipal fiscal 
responsibility 
and budgetary 
management 
system (UNICEF)

• NIUA-BBSR 
Collaboration on 
Research on SDGs

• National Mission 

Management Unit 
for DAY-NULM

• Evaluation of 
Reports on 
Generating 
Revenue through 
Value Capture 
Financing Tools

• Recasting the City, 
Lives & Livelihoods, 
and Inequality in 
the post-COVID 
world (ReCLIC)
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• CSCAF, SCBP - Sanitation 
Capacity Building 
Platform Phase 2 on 
Sanitation & Inclusion

• UNU / T-CAP 
Transformative Climate 
Action using Participatory 
data-driven decision-
making platforms

• Building low carbon and 
climate resilient cities in 
India, GEF7 Sustainable 
Cities Impact Program 
(Livable cities in India), 
UrbanShift Country 
Project 

• Flood Resilience Strategy 
for 5 Cities -Agra, 
Aligarh, Bareilly, Madurai 
and Tirunelveli. (World 
Bank)

•  Climate action plan for 
Kolkata, Pune, Junagarh, 
Jamnagar, Leh (GCoM)

•  PARIWAR - Participatory 
& Inclusive Water 
Sensitive Urban Design 
for Sustainability & 
Resilience (Client – WRI)

• NIUA-BBSR Collaboration 
on Research on SDGs

• Scaling up best practices 
for Urban Waterbody 
Management (UNESCO, 
India)

• Water Security 
Assessment of Indian 
Cities (Asian Institute of 
Technology, Thailand) 
(Completed)

• Morgenstadt Global 
Smart City Initiative 
(MGSCI)

• IUO - Public Bicycle 
Sharing study with CEPT 
University

• Master Plan Delhi, 2041

• STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIP for 
Mainstreaming Risk-
informed, Integrated, 
Resilient and Sustainable 
Urban Development in 
Cities - GIZ

• NUDM - National 
Urban Digital Mission 
UPYOG - Urban Platform 
for deliverY of Online 
Governance;  NUDM 
Standards

• Global Liveability Index

• Smartnet to manage 
knowledge products, 
DAM Unit - Data Analysis 
& Management Unit to 
implement DataSmart 
Cities Strategy in 100 
Smart Cities

• DSU - Data & Strategy 
Unit to govern, analyse, 
manage data and tech 
across MoHUA missions 
& depts

• Urban Outcomes 
Framework & AMPLIFI 
Portal

• Development of 
holistic urban child data 
framework- UNICEF

•  BASIIC - Building 
Accessible, Safe and 
Inclusive Indian Cities 
Program - FCDO and UN 
Phase 2 (2021-23)

•  ABLE India Framework - 
MoHUA, Infant, Toddler 
and Caregiver-Friendly 
Neighbourhoods (ITCN) 
Capacity Building 
Programme

• IFU- Internal FRACing 
unit 

• SHLC- Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning Cities 
and Neighbourhood

• India Smart Cities 
Fellowship Program 
(ISCF) (Phase-II)

• NULP- National Urban 
Learning Platform, City 
Climate Alliance

• Hill Forum

• NIUA-Praja Foundation 
Collaboration on Urban 
Governance/Municipal 
Finance

• NIUA-TISS, Collaboration 
on MA/Diploma 
Programme on Cities and 
Governance

• Post Graduate 
Programme on Urban 
Studies -Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences

• National Mission 
Management Unit for 
DAY-NULM

• Recasting the City, Lives 
& Livelihoods, and 
Inequality in the post-
COVID world (ReCLIC)

•  ClimateSmart 
Cities Assessment 
Framework

•  Sustainable, Healthy, 
Learning Cities and 
Neighborhoods

Sustainable Cities 
& Communities

Responsible 
Consumption & 

Production

Climate 
Action

Life Below 
Water

Life on 
Land

Peace, Justice 
& Strong 

Institutions

Parternships for 
the Goals

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

• Climate Smart Cities 
(GIZ)

• Urban Act (GIZ)

• CapaCITIES, 
Building low carbon 
and climate resilient 
cities in India

• Flood Resilience 
compendium (World 
Bank)

• Flood Resilience 
Strategy for 5 Cities 
-Agra, Aligarh, 
Bareilly, Madurai and 
Tirunelveli. (World 
Bank)

• Workshops for 
Climate Financing 
(GCoM)

• Urban Cooling 
Project with UNEP

•  Climate action plan 
for Kolkata, Pune, 
Junagarh, Jamnagar, 
Leh (GCoM)

• Urban River 
Management Plans 
for Bareilly and 
Moradabad (Client – 
WWF India)

• Shallow Aquifer 
Management in 
Selected AMRUT 
Cities (Client – 
MoHUA, GoI)

• A pilot on Climate 
Risk Informed 
Decision Analysis 
(CRIDA) - (US Army 
Corps of Engineers)

•  Morgenstadt Global 
Smart City Initiative 
(MGSCI)

• SAAR

• River city alliance

•  Climate City 
Alliance

• India Forum for 
NbS (Nature based 
Solutions)

• CPIN

• LCCM – WRI India 
UNEP, shakti, ISB

• New Urban Agenda 
report follow up- UN 
habitat REPORT

•  UNEP

• Sustainable Habitat 
Mission

• Urban climate film 
festival

• India Smart 
Cities Fellowship 
Program (Phase-
III)

• Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning 
Cities and 
Neighborhoods

• Infant,Toddler and 
Caregiver-Friendly 
Neighbourhoods

• National Mission 
Management Unit 
for DAY-NULM

• IUO - Public Bicycle 
Sharing study with 
CEPT University

• SHLC - Sustainable, 
Healthy, Learning 
Cities and 
Neighbourhood

• Prajatantra 2022-23

• Sprint programs 
with WEF

•  NIUA-Praja 
Foundation 
Collaboration on 
Urban Governance/
Municipal Finance

• NIUA-TISS 
Collaboration 
on MA/Diploma 
Programme 
on Cities and 
Governance

•  National Urban 
Digital Mission 
Fellowship Program 
- I

• NIUA-BBSR 
Collaboration on 
Research on SDGs

• Recasting the City, 
Lives & Livelihoods, 
and Inequality in 
the post-COVID 
world (ReCLIC)

• India Smart 
Cities Fellowship 
Program (Phase-
III)

• India Smart 
Cities Fellowship 
Program (Phase-
III)

Projects 
with SDG 
Linkages

S
ta

te
s/

C
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ie
s

NIUA Projects with SDG Linkages
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HINDI
ACTIVITIES

The Institute promotes the use of official language, Hindi in 
accordance with the Official Language Policy. Under the chair-

manship of Director, an Official Language Implementation 
Committee has been constituted. Regular meetings of the com-
mittee are being organised to review the works and activities to 
promote Hindi. In these meetings, the Director (Official Lan-
guage), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, is also invited 

as a representative of the Government of India.
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NIUA Promotes the usage of Hindi in accordance with 
the official language policy. Under the chairmanship 
of Director, NIUA, a Official Language Implementation 
Committee has been constituted. Four quarterly 
meetings of the Official Language Implementation 
Committee were organised by the Institute. Director 
(official Language), Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs was invited in all meetings to review the effective 
implementation of official language policy at NIUA on 
28 June 2022, 22 September 2022, 20 December 2022 
and 31 March 2023 respectively.

In order to motivate the staff to use Hindi and learning 
of Rajbhasha, the Institute organised four quarterly 
Hindi workshops on 20 June 2022, 19 September 2022, 
19 December 2022 and 27 March 2023 respectively. In 
the said workshops, experts in Hindi were invited to 
deliver lectures on various topics and themes, relevant 
for the use of Rajbhasha.

Hindi Pakhwada was inaugurated by All India Official 
Language Conference, Surat (Gujarat) in which 
NIUA participated. Hindi Pakhwada was celebrated 
in the Institute from 14-30 September, 2022, wherein 
several competitions were organised viz. Hindi Shabd 
Antakshari Pratiyogita, Hindi Shrutlekh Pratiyogita, 
Hindi Kavita Lekhan Partiyogita, Hindi Tippani 
Lekhan Pratiyogita and Hindi Nibandh Lekhan 
Pratiyogita. The employees of the Institute participated 
in the competitions, for which separate judges were 
appointed for each pratiyogita. First, second, third and 
four consolation prizes and certificates were awarded 
to the winners of the competitions. Hindi Pakhwada 
magazine was published based on the said activities.

11th meeting of Narakas at Bureau of Police Research 
& Development, New Delhi was held on 08.08.2022. 
In which Jr. Hindi Translator and Hindi typist of the 
Institute participated. During the said meeting, NIUA 
was placed in “Utkrisht” Category.

The meeting of the Hindi Advisory Committee of 
the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs was held 
in Ooty (Tamil Nadu) on August 26, 2022 under the 
chairmanship of Hon’ble Union Minister for Housing 
& Urban Affairs . The meeting was attended by Director, 
NIUA and Jr. Hindi Translator.

Activities and  
Knowledge Products

The Hindi magazine "Smart Cities of India" by the 
Institute was published on June 25, 2022, to coincide 
with the 46th Foundation day of the Institute. The 
Rajbhasha Vibhag received articles from nine smart 
cities viz. Agra, Satna, Indore, Bareilly, Nashik, Kanpur, 
Kolkata, Nagpur & Surat, which have been published in 
the magazine. The hard copy of the said magazine was 
sent to 100 smart cities of India.

NIUA regularly publishes in-house Hindi Patrika 
SAMVAD in which contributions are made as articles, 
poems, reviews etc. by the employees of the Institute and 
other stakeholders. The magazine has been uploaded on 
the NIUA website and on the website of Department of 
Official Language (Ministry of Home Affairs).

Hindi Activities and Knowledge Products



88 |            Annual Report 2022 - 2023

NIUA'S
KNOWLEDGE 

PLATFORM
NIUA is committed to supporting and disseminating knowledge 

related to urban planning, development, and related topics, 
and publishes several journals and periodicals dedicated to 
the same. These are flagship publications of NIUA, covering 
a wide range of urban issues, including urban governance, 

infrastructure, sustainable development, and innovative urban 
practices. It provides a platform for sharing research, insights, 

and best practices in urban development. These journals feature 
research, case studies, and policy analyses and play a vital role in 
disseminating knowledge, research findings, and best practices 
in the field of urban affairs. It serves as a valuable resource for 

policymakers, urban planners, researchers, and anyone interested 
in the sustainable development of urban areas.
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Environment and Urbanization ASIA aims to support 
the exchange of ideas and information in the fields 
of human settlements and the environment across 
Asia. Its audience are researchers, academicians, non-
governmental organisations (NGOs), activists and 
students particularly in Asia. Six core themes have been 
identified, based on recent trends in Asia: development, 
governance, poverty and pro-poor development, 
housing, finance and climate change. Environment and 
Urbanization ASIA publishes original research specific 
to Asian countries.

This journal is a member of the Committee on 
Publication Ethics (COPE). It is an interdisciplinary, 
peer-reviewed journal, prepared and supported 
by the National Institute of Urban Affairs and 
published bi-annually- in March and September by 
Sage Publications, Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, 
Singapore, Washington DC and Melbourne.

Since its inception, the Urban India journal has been 
publishing meaningful urban research and facilitating 
informed debates on India’s urban sector. It primarily 
aims at:

• Spearheading new ideas and facilitating informed 
debates

• Documenting journey of India’s urbanisation story 
through various research papers, data analytics, 
good practices and book reviews

• Engaging researchers, policy makers, academia, 
civil societies, non-governmental organisations in 
the policy challenge discourse

The journal is listed in UGC-CARE List Group D. It is 
a peer-reviewed, bi-annual journal, published regularly 
by the National Institute of Urban Affairs since 1981

Journals and Publications

Hindi Activities and Knowledge Products



90 |            Annual Report 2022 - 2023

NIUA TEAM
NIUA is privileged to have a team of committed professionals. 

Their vision and creativity, along with skills, knowledge and 
experience, make it possible for NIUA to break away from tra-
ditional working methods and set new paradigms for a bright 

future for Indian cities.
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GOVERNING COUNCIL

Vice-President

Mr. Kunal Kumar 
Joint Secretary, Mission Director Smart Cities
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Nirman Bhawan
New Delhi-110011

Member
Mr. Shyam S Dubey
Joint Secretary and Financial Advisor 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi – 110001 

Member
Dr. (Mrs.) Jyoti Parikh
Executive Director
IRDAde, C-80 Shivalik
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110017

Member
Mr. Cherian Thomas
Country Director
World Vision India, 16, VOC Main Road
Kodambakkam, Chennai, 600024

Member
Mr. Malwinder Singh Jaggi
Commissioner
Municipal Corporation Amritsar
Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar – 143001

Member
Mr. K Venkata Ramana Reddy
Metropolitan Commissioner, VUDA
Udyog Bhawan Complex , Siripuram 
Jn. Siripuram, Vishakhapatnam-530003

Member
Dr. Dinesh H. Brahmbhatt
Bilipatra,  
Plot No. 214/2, Sector-2A,  
Gandhinagar -382077

Member
Dr. O.P Agarwal
Chief Executive Officer, WRI
(Currently, Advisor NIUA)

Member-Secretary
Mr. Hitesh Vaidya 
Director, NIUA
New Delhi-110003

For the project teams at NIUA to function efficiently, and give impactful outputs, the support provided by the Governing 
Council and our dedicated emplyees is very crucial.

NIUA Team and Governing Council
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ANNUAL  
FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT

For the Year ended 31st March, 2023
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Content Compilation

Kaustubh Parihar 
Project Associate

Akanksha Singh
Consultant

Prachi Bhardwaj
Intern

Chidambari Kulkarni 
Junior Associate

Writing & Editorial

Ila Singh
Head of Communications

Garima Agarwal
Communications Assistant

EDITORIAL AND DESIGN TEAM

Design

Deep Pahwa
Team Lead, Design Team
with support from Devender Singh Rawat, 
Bhavnesh Bhanot, Tehan Katar & Preeti 
Shukla

Mehak Bakshi
Research Associate

Trinankur Banerjee
Director  
Chitrapat Ideas Foundry Private Limited

Hindi Translation

Poonam Malhotra
Junior Hindi Translator
with support from Mohd Shakib and Tanu
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