
The NIUA-UNICEF collaborative research project led by Prof. Dr. Debolina Kundu aims to 
understand the situation of children and adolescents with respect to rural-urban differences 
in terms of health, nutrition, education, WASH, employment, violence and  crime at macro 
level. The study also reviews the policies and programmes of the government related 
to  children and adolescents in urban India and proposes an advocacy plan for improved 
right based intervention. This project resulted in several knowledge products, including 
a research report titled, ‘Children and Adolescents in Urban India-Scale and Nature of 
Deprivation’ and four Policy Briefs virtually launched and available under the Resources tab 
on NIUA’s website that can be accessed here.

NIUA-UNICEF Report and Policy 
Briefs Launched
The virtual launch of the UNICEF-NIUA 
report and four Policy Briefs was held 
on 3 September. The keynote address  
was given by Mr. Kunal Kumar, Joint 
Secretary, MoHUA. The main take-away 
from the event was the need to focus on 
the invisible urban poor, especially after 
the post-COVID period that will see a 
spike in the number of nowhere children 
who will be pushed out of school and will 
be forced to join labor force. The virtual 
launch video can be accessed here.
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Connect with us:

Job Openings  Apply here

• Rolling positions for DevOps Engineer  
(1), Backend Support (2), Senior 
DevOps  Engineer (1), Frontend 
Support (1),  Solutions Architect (1), 
Junior Business  Analyst (1), Senior 
Developer (1), Senior  Business Analyst 
(1) with NUIS.

• Intern, National Institute of Urban 
Affairs’ Fellowship & Internship 
Programme for:
• Sustainable Cities Integrated 

Approach Pilot (UNIDO)
• National Urban Learning Platform 

(NULP)
• Communications and Outreach 

(NIUA)
 Last Date:  September 25, 2020

Read the second issue of the Climate Center for Cities (C3) Newsletter to know more about what 
the center is been up to recently. Hope you enjoy reading the newsletter and find it informative. 
The newsletter is available here.

Quite a diverse and enthusiastic response!
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

OPPORTUNITY CALENDAR

UPCOMING EVENTS
Smart India and Smart City Webinar
South Asian Institute for 
Advanced Research and 
Development (SIARD) in 
association with NIUA 
presents a one day 
long national virtual 
conference on the topic 
“Smart India and Smart 
City” on 30 September 
Please register here.

First Youth Sabha 
DDA and NIUA invite you to the First Youth 
Sabha themed around ‘Delhi as a learning 
city’ to be held on 24 September.  
Please register here. 

Entries Invited For A Thesis 
Competition On “Re-Imagining Urban 
Rivers”
NMCG and NIUA are 
jointly organizing 
a competition 
to promulgate 
river-sensitive 
development in 
our cities. This 
competition is open 
for post-graduate 
Architecture and 
Planning students 
(any specialisation) 
across India. 
Complete 
competition details and templates can be 
accessed here.

Delhi in a Word by Delhi Youth
NIUA and DDA began a public engagement series 
with Delhi’s youth with a view to understanding 
their hopes and aspirations from the future city. 
In the opening session on 18 September, the 
organisers asked the youth group to describe the 
city of Delhi in one word. Their responses are 
shared in the form of a word cloud below. 
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I
t is estimated that up to one billion children globally, 
aged 2–17 years, have experienced physical, sexual, or 
emotional violence or neglect in the past one year.  The 

magnitude of the problem amplifies in some of the world’s 
most populous countries such as India and China and sub-
Saharan African countries.1  In India nearly 5.4 children per 
100,000 child population has experienced some form of 
crime in 2009 which increased to 28.9 per 100,000 child 
population in 2017.2

Violence and Crime  
Against Children and 
Adolescents in India

Towards Creating Safer Cities

What is Child Abuse?
Child abuse or maltreatment is defined as “all forms of physical and/or emotional ill-treatment, sexual abuse, neglect 
or negligent treatment or exploitation, resulting in actual or potential harm to the child’s health, survival, development 
or dignity in the context of a relationship of responsibility, trust or power” (WHO, 1999).

Who are Juveniles?
Males below the age of 16 years and females below the age of 18 years are considered as juveniles under the Juvenile 
Justice Act 2000.

1  The Economist Intelligence Unit, 2019
2 National Crime Records Bureau. Report ‘Crime in India-2017’

Policy Brief

Key Policy Messages
• Establish a real time crime and punishment database 
• Conduct Behaviour Change Communication 

programmes for both parents and children
• Implement context specific crime prevention 

programmes with special focus on vulnerable children 
such as those on the street, those from poor families 
both of whose parents are working, child labourers and 
girls getting married before age 18.

• Creation of child friendly one-stop help centers
• Sensitise people towards violence against children

C
hild labour has long-term physical and 

psychological impacts on children and deprives 

them of their right to education. Therefore, 

the elimination of all kinds of child labour and their 

participation in hazardous work have become one of the 

main agendas of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG-8) of the United Nations. There is a real fear that the 

labour market scenarioin the post-COVID-19 period may 

increase unemployment and underemployment among 

adults, which may push millions of children (5-14 years) 

and adolescents (15-17 years) into the labour market.

Child Labour in India:  
A Potential Threat 

Who is a Child Labour?
According to the ILO Convention on the Minimum Age to Employment, 1973 (no. 138), Convention on the 

Worst Forms of Child Labour, 1999 (no. 182), and UN Convention on the Rights of Children the minimum 

legal age for any kind of work is 14 years, and for any kind of hazardous employment is 18yearsfor developing 

countries.

Following the international definition, all kinds of working which hampers the physical and mental growth 

of children (14 years has been set as a lower limit) and all hazardous work among adolescents below the 18-

year age group is considered as child labour in India

What is Hazardous Work?
The list of occupations and processes where adolescents (15-17 years) are prohibited from working, and 

children (5-14 yrs) are prohibited from helping is outlined in the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Act, 2016. 

Policy Brief

Key Policy Messages
• Elimination of all kinds of working and inactivity 

in children 
• Creation of database on working children and 

adolescents
• Special attention to migrant children and 

adolescents
• Wider social security coverage to working 

adolescents
• Special measures to be taken in post-COVID-19 

period to prevent/regulate working among 
adolescents

I
ndia has made significant improvement in elementary 
education which is reflected in the high number of students 
enrolled in schools. However, according to the latest NFHS 

data (2015-16), 8.7% urban children aged 6-13 years  had 
not attended schools. Also, with an increase in educational 
levels, the transition rate declined with a rise in repetition and 
drop-out rates. Learning outcomes among students were far 
from satisfactory. One-half of students in urban India were 
lagging in achieving the desired (basic) proficiency in language 
and mathematics subjects at class V in government and 
government-aided schools.1

State of Education Among 
Children and Adolescents in 

Urban India

Towards Equity and Inclusion 

Salient Features of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 
Education Act (The Right to Education Act), 2009
• Free and compulsory education to all children in the age group of 6 to 14 years
• Mandates that out-of-school children should be admitted to an age appropriate class and provided with special training to 

enable the child to come up to age appropriate learning level
• Mandates private schools to reserve 25% seats for underprivileged children 
• Prohibits all kinds of physical punishment and mental harassment, discrimination based on gender, caste, class and religion
• Prohibits donation, capitation fee, screening test/interview of child or parents
• Teacher-student ratio, qualification of teachers as well as availability of various basic infrastructural provisions is fixed
• No child can be detained or expelled till class 8. (This is now changed through the RtE Second Amendment Bill, 2019 where  

any student who fails to score 40% overall marks after the re-assessment, can be detained in class 5 and 8. 

1  National Achievement Survey (NAS), 2017

Policy Brief

Key Policy Messages 

• Need to shift the objective from ‘universalisation of 
enrolment’ to ‘universalisation of attendance’

• Special drive for ‘age-appropriate education’ and 
better ‘learning outcomes’ 

• Extend the coverage of the Right to Education Act, 
2009 to secondary and higher-secondary education 

• Develop Standard Operating Protocol for online 
learning and teaching

H
ealth, nutrition and WASH are highly interrelated 
phenomena. Inadequate access to water, sanitation 
and hygiene compounded with childhood 

malnutrition form critical impediments to the good health 
and well-being of children. With the current pace of decline 
in childhood mortality in urban India, meeting the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals targets and 
India’s National Health Policy goals in the stipulated time 
frame seems unachievable. A series of proactive measures 
needs to be adopted to achieve the overall well-being of 
children and adolescents. These initiatives become all the 
more important in view of the recent pandemic which has 
exposed the vulnerability of health and existing physical 
health infrastructure in the country.

Health, Nutrition and 
WASH among Children and 
Adolescents in Urban India
Towards Improving Health Outcomes

Major Health Policies and Programmes
•	 Ayushman Bharat, 2018

•	 Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic 
Nutrition (POSHAN Abhiyan), 2018

•	 National Nutrition Strategy, 2017

•	 National Health Policy, 2017

•	 Food and Safety Standard Regulations, 2016

•	 National Indradhanush Mission, 2014

•	 National Urban Health Mission, 2013

•	 National Rural Health Mission, 2005

•	 National Guidelines for Infant and Young  
Feeding, 2004

•	 National Population Policy, 2000

•	 National Nutritional Anaemia Control  
Programme, 1991

•	 Integrated Child Development Services,1975

Policy Brief

Key Policy Messages
•	 Integrate efforts across all relevant ministries 
•	 Create a health database for children aged 5-14 years
•	 Activate a robust evaluation of mother and child health 

through tracking and an in centivisation mechanism
•	 Implement Behaviour Change Communication 

programmes
•	 Strengthen government schemes such as ‘Poshan 

Abhiyan’ and ‘Nal se Jal’ in non- performing states
•	 Focus on WASH in peri-urban areas and new census 

towns
•	 Strengthen the urban health care system at all levels

— Mr. Kunal Kumar
Mission Director, Smart Cities and Joint 
Secretary, MoHUA 

“Children, today, need to 
be prepared for tomorrow’s 
knowledge economy”

PROJECT IN FOCUS SCALE AND NATURE OF DEPRIVATION AMONG 
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS IN URBAN INDIA

https://pi.niua.org/sites/default/files/702.pdf
https://pi.niua.org/sites/default/files/702.pdf
https://www.niua.org/projectdetails?pid=395
https://www.niua.org/content/launch-event-children-and-adolescents-urban-india
https://twitter.com/NIUA_India?s=12
https://www.facebook.com/National-Institute-of-Urban-Affairs-545190288964961/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/national-institute-of-urban-affairs
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1OsC1MD0TajCJqqKqrsxeA
https://jobs.niua.org/
https://www.niua.org/c-cube/sites/all/themes/citiis_theme/pdf/C3_Newsletter2.pdf
http://saiard.co.in
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdI1nXYZW3tAc75iIF3OmX6r1pTSYpK4X_hkQZT3VO1zbBLMA/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.niua.org/event-details?eid=611
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